These minutes have been posted for your convenience. Current minutes have not yet been approved by the Agriculture Commission.

Town of Sandwich

Agriculture Commission
Minutes
April 18, 2013
Present:  Bob Butcher, Ginger Heard, Holly Cook, Dick Devens, Mark Longley, Betty Alcock, Maggie Porter, Mike Yeager, Selectman
Not Present: Pat Russell, Jennifer Elliott
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Bob at 5:30 pm
Minutes:  Ginger moved to accept the draft minutes of the March meeting as written, Bob seconded the motion and all voted in favor of the motion to accept the March minutes as written.
Old Business   
Bob reminded members that we need to remember who we are speaking for when talking in the community or on the internet.

Ginger and Mark attended the Selectmen’s meeting this past Monday. Mark provided an overview of what the commission has accomplished. If Mike is able to attend meetings it would not be necessary for members to attend the Selectmen’s meeting of a regular basis. 
Four confirmed applications for barn easements have been received by the April 15th deadline.
Discussed the meeting time; we will consider not meeting in May due to lack of business
Ginger sent Leo Greene a number of emails about having Steve Taylor come the week before Old Home Week but did not hear back from him. The Humanities Council awarded us a grant for $250. We paid a $50 application fee from our funds. Ginger has reserved the Benz Center for Wednesday August 2nd at 7:00 pm. The program will be Cows and Communities: How the Lowly Bovine has Nurtured NH through the Centuries.  Bob will do the publicity, Betty will put it on the calendar in the Meredith News, and Mark will put it on the website.

Betty will send an email to ask Bud if he would host a pruning & grafting workshop. 
The New England Mushroom Farm building is open to tour almost any day on Gardner Hill Road, Tamworth. 

Mark talked about our website. If we find a dead link we need to contact him, or if we want a link added. It is a great overview of the commission and resource for people in town.

Holly talked about what she had done with the maple inventory.
New Business
Dick is taking another Permaculture course. 

Bob has picked the books to set out in the library, but has not talked with Glynnis.

Tom Huebaka, who wrote Big House, Little House, Back House, Barn is listed as a speaker with the Humanities Council and may be someone we could get to speak in the future. 

Betty talked with Jennifer Petiti about Ag in the Classroom. There is not enough time this year; they will look at it again next year. 

Bob pointed out that when we list the Steve Taylor talk we also need to link the NH Humanities Council.
We will not participate in the Carroll County Farm Day event as a commission.

We will meet May 17 at 7:00 at the Benz Center.

Ginger moved to adjourn the meeting, Betty seconded the motion and all voted in favor of the motion. The meeting was adjourned at 6:50 pm.
Submitted by,

Holly Cook

Secretary

