These minutes have been posted for your convenience. Current minutes have not yet been approved by the Agriculture Commission.

Town of Sandwich

Agriculture Commission
Minutes
March 24, 2016
Present: Ginger Heard, Holly Cook, Dick Devens, Pat Russell, Maggie Porter, Monty Carlson, John Pries and Guests: Susan Bryant Kimball, Julie Dolan, Mike Yeager

Absent: Bob Butcher and Select Board representative

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Bob at 5:32 pm. 

Minutes:  Pat moved to accept the minutes of the February meeting as amended, Dick seconded the motion and all voted in favor of accepting the February minutes as amended.

Treasurers Report: The commission will have a budget of $500 for the upcoming year.
Business
Apple trees: Monty ordered 40 root stock for the grafting workshop.  She also got some scions during a recent trip to Vinalhaven, ME.  She will code the rootstock so we can experiment with them to start a heritage apple orchard. We will know by June/July if the graft works because it will blossom in May if it works. The rootstock should stay in nursery bed for 2 years. If the graft doesn’t work the rootstock can be used next year. 
Meadow Brook: The property was discussed during a recent Select Board meeting. There is some good timber that could be marked. Some conservation members did not want a trail; others did not want anything done until a master plan is developed. We have all the expertise that we need to develop a master plan without spending money to hire someone. An ad hoc committee might be able to bring Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry committee members together and move things along. The agenda for the next Select Board meeting includes discussion on this proposed ad hoc committee. Monty talked with DES today. Prime wetland along Meadow Brook has previously been voted on; there is other land that is wet, but it is not wetland. There is some woody debris that should be taken out of the stream. The Conservation Commission did some trimming last summer to remove Bittersweet.  The land has been in agriculture since 1967. Members will attend the meeting.
Monty talked about the Monarch Butterfly grant offered by the US Fish & Wildlife previously discussed as a potential grant to be used on the property. After some discussion it was determined that encouraging the growing of milkweed would be contraindicated for land that could be used for agriculture in the future. 

A three point proposal was discussed: clear the debris from the stream, plant a cover crop, and mow the field.  $5000 has been put into the budget by the Budget Committee for expenses to maintain the property.  Monty moved to ask the Select Board to allow Pat Russell to present our 3 point proposal, John seconded the motion and all voted in favor. Pat will call Cathy and let her know that he would like to speak at the meeting. An ad hoc committee could develop a proposed master plan and sponsor a community forum for public input. 
Presentations:  Ginger attended the presentation by Wendy Booth who spoke on The Shetland Islands. There are a number people connected to fiber arts.  Maybe Friday, July 8th, followed by the Farmer’s Market on the 9th would work.
Monty will look into the Loon presentation being held in August. Old Home week starts on Sunday, August 7th this year.
Resignation: Mark Longley has resigned from the Commission and we are very appreciative of all the effort he has put forth for the commission and we will miss him.  
Agritourism: Maggie talked about SB 345 which states that “agritourism … shall not be prohibited on any property where the primary use is for agriculture…”   
Next meeting: April 28 at 5:30 at Benz Center

John moved to adjourn, Pat seconded the motion, all were in favor and the meeting adjourned at 7:00 pm.

Respectfully submitted by 
Holly Cook, Secretary
