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Town of Sandwich

Agriculture Commission
Minutes

March 19, 2015

Present: Bob Butcher, Ginger Heard, Betty Alcock, Mark Longley, Maggie Porter, Dick 
               Devens, Pat Russell
Not Present: Holly Cook, Mike Yeager, Selectman

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Bob at 5:37 pm.

Minutes:  Mark moved to accept the minutes of the last meeting, Pat seconded the motion, and all voted in favor of accepting the minutes as written.
Treasurer’s Report: The account is reset to the budgeted amount of $500 for year.
Business:
The Right to Know law was discussed and all were reminded about Agriculture Commission business and communications.
Mark briefly reviewed the Farm and Forest Expo, especially noting the lack of attendance at various workshops.  There was a lot of good information, but not a lot of people attending.
Update on Barn Tour, planning and barn inventory.  Mark presented a map, drawn by Bob Dustin, that he is using to mark the locations of the approximately 208 barns. There was discussion of the ‘types’ of barn using Tom Visser’s book. He also presented a questionnaire that he is using when interviewing barn owners.  “Historic” barns will be considered 50 years old or older and “Preservation” would be 75 years old or older.  What do we tour?  Permission for public access?  Five possible barns were discussed. A timeline of sometime during the last 2 weeks of August 2016 was also discussed.  There was discussion of partnering with SCC for the  event. 
Website review continued with almost 4 hits per day on average.  We have a lot of information up on the page.  How to advertise it?  Good resource.  There was discussion of ‘grouping’ the information into manageable topics and what to post on the home page.  Mark has put a lot of work into this and it looks very good!
We will partner with the Friends of the Library again for a “Wolf Talk” by Chris Schadler, which will be held on July 23, 2015 at the Benz Center.  Our cost for this will be $100. Ginger moved to pay $100 as our share for the talk, Dick seconded the motion and all voted in the affirmative.  Ginger is checking with Steve Taylor on the “Poor Farm” talk he is putting together.  Possibly for the summer. 

There was discussion about a House Bill that we might all wish to comment upon, but I don’t have the number!!!!
The meeting adjourned at 7:00 pm.
The next meeting will be held on Thursday, April 16, 2015, at the Benz Center at 5:30 pm.
Minutes taken and submitted by Bob Butcher.

