Town of Sandwich

Agriculture Commission
Minutes
March 27, 2014
Present: Bob Butcher, Ginger Heard, Holly Cook, Mark Longley, Pat Russell, Maggie Porter 
Not Present: Dick Devens, Jennifer Elliott, Betty Alcock, Mike Yeager, Selectman
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Bob at 3:10 pm.
Minutes:  Pat moved to approve the minutes of the February meeting as written, Ginger seconded the motion. All voted in favor of accepting the minutes as written.

Treasurer’s Report: Mark purchased containers and Environmelt. Bob moved to reimburse Mark $58.98 for the purchases and Maggie seconded the motion. All voted in favor of the motion. Mark has put what is left in storage and suggests putting it back out in November.
Business: The Selectmen have approved Ginger as a regular member and Dick as an alternate member, so they will continue to serve on the commission.

Mark and Ginger went to a Selectmen’s meeting to support John Peaslee, Road Agent, going to the SnowPro training as discussed during last month’s meeting. The selectmen will continue to support the barn preservation effort. Fritz had four issues with the program: it is time consuming and costly to handle the applications, during the last easement application process the barn owner took it to his lawyer and there were issues with the easement deed so a new template has been done for all future easement applications, people who improve the barn don’t need the tax break, and there is concern that people are not doing what they say they are going to do. Mark asked if the Agriculture Commission could monitor the easements and follow up with barn owners. Why aren’t the assessors doing it because similarly they assess for building permits? There were a couple of barn owners interested, but it does not look like applications will be submitted this year. Mark will take these concerns to the NH Preservation Alliance. It would be nice to have financial support for those who can’t afford to improve barns or build them. Bob will talk with Peter Pohl, Quimby Trustee. 
The presentation we sponsored last month was discussed. We may need to get more publicity out sooner. Monty spoke about Maple trees in Moultonboro recently. Maybe we could get her to come and talk this summer. Mark went to a talk on composting in Tamworth given by Olivia Saunders, Cooperative Extension Service; there were about 25 people there. Tamworth has an active and bigger farmer’s market which supports such presentations.  
There are too many issues to expand the Sandwich Farmer’s Market held on the green. Another group also tried to start a market, but it did not come to fruition. Bob will try to find someone to come and talk with us. 
Maggie talked about the essay contest. She looked on the internet and found 2 essay contests for high school students. Each member should come to the next meeting with essay question ideas for high school students. We could ask for private donations to financially support prize money. We could ask people from the NH Department of Agriculture, Farm Bureau, etc. to judge the essays. Maggie also talked about the Vermont Goat Collaborative and demand for goats for the refugee community.
Pat went to the talk on axes sponsored by the Cook Library in Tamworth and felt it was done very well. There will be a presentation on bird watching on April 2nd.
Maggie went to the slaughterhouse presentation through the UNH Cooperative Extension Service; it was a power point on chickens. She went to the New England Meat Producers expo. It was interesting, but beyond what she could use. 

Susan Bryant Kimball has some aerial photos of the 125 acres of CMI land along Rte 25 from when it was used for agriculture. The Conservation Commission did walk it and will be developing a management plan. They are trying to get LRTC to manage it. She will try to come to the next meeting to talk about it.   
Mark talked with the selectmen about the community garden idea. We only had 4 people who were interested. Mark talked with the Moultonborough community garden people who said that those in Sandwich who were interested could apply for a plot in Moultonborough. 
Ginger moved to adjourn the meeting, Mark seconded her motion, all voted in favor and the meeting was adjourned at 7:10 pm.

The next meeting will be held on May 8th at 5:30 pm at a location to be announced later. 
Submitted by 
Holly Cook
Secretary
