These minutes have been posted for your convenience. Current minutes have not yet been approved by the Agriculture Commission.

Town of Sandwich

Agriculture Commission
Minutes
March 22, 2013
Present:  Bob Butcher, Holly Cook, Ginger Heard, Pat Russell, Dick Devens, Mark Longley, Betty Alcock 
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Bob at 3:15 pm, following the showing of Mad City Chickens at the Wentworth Library.
Minutes:  Betty moved to accept the draft minutes of the February meeting, Pat seconded the motion and all voted in favor of the motion to accept the February minutes as written.
Old Business
Gerry had suggested that we go to a Selectmen’s meeting to talk about what we have done and propose to do. Ginger volunteered to go to the April 8th meeting. Mark talked about his understanding that the Selectmen are having second thoughts about supporting the barn restoration project because of the effect on taxes. Mark has hand delivered flyers and has not found much interest. There are a couple of people who are interested and we will support them. 

We had talked about meeting at 6:00 pm. The next meeting will be on April 18 at 6:00 pm at the library.

Ginger talked about the grant. She has been in touch with Steve Taylor about doing the cow talk and has tried to contact Adam. Steve is available during the end of July, but Ginger will see if he is available during Old Home Week. Bob will see if the Town Hall is available too.

Pat talked with the mushroom grower, Mr. Chesley. Tuesdays and Saturdays are not available for tours. Pat will look into seeing if we can go during our next meeting on May 16th. 
The Cooperative Extension Service is hosting an apple pruning workshop and other events. Betty will put such notices on the Sandwich Board.
Ginger shared a list of books that would be available at the library that are related to agriculture which Glynnis shared with her. We will look at linking this information from our website. Bob will select five books that could be put out on display at the library for the public to enjoy. Bob will send a copy of the list to each commission member. 

We discussed doing something at the Carroll County Farm Day in July. We will brainstorm and talk about it during the next meeting. 

Ginger shared that someone had inquired about having a pile of woodchips available at the dump. We may be able to provide a name, such as Tom Canfield, as a resource. We need to be careful because there are issues with the use of wood chips that we do not want to get involved in. 

We had an audience of 19 people who came to see the Mad City Chickens video. There was good discussion about chickens and coops following the video.

New Business

Mark talked about having an action list and concern that we don’t always follow up on what we say we will do. We will continue to review the progress of our efforts during each of our monthly meetings. 
A number of members have talked with potential members who are too busy or unable to be involved. There is someone who has written a letter of interest to the Selectmen. Bob will check with the Selectmen to find out how many members we can have. 

Betty moved to adjourn, Dick seconded the motion and all voted in the affirmative. The meeting adjourned at 4:30 pm.
Submitted by,

Holly Cook

Secretary

