These minutes have been posted for your convenience. Current minutes have not yet been approved by the Agriculture Commission.

Town of Sandwich

Agriculture Commission
Minutes
February 18, 2016
Present: Bob Butcher, Ginger Heard, Holly Cook, Dick Devens, Mark Longley, Pat Russell, Maggie Porter, Monty Carlson, John Pries and Guest, Barbara Pries

Absent: Mike Yeager, Selectman

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Bob at 5:32 pm. 

Minutes:  Pat moved to accept the minutes of the January meeting as amended, Dick seconded the motion and all voted in favor of accepting the January minutes as amended.

Treasurers Report: The commission will have a budget of $500 for the upcoming year.
Business:

Water testing: Bob queried the Quimby Trust regarding financial assistance for residential water testing, but has not heard anything yet. 

Meadow Brook Property: Ted Kendziora, Biologist with US Fish & Wildlife made some recommendations during the walk with Monty & Mark. He suggested burning or cultivating the field. A tree has clogged the brook that needs to be taken out. Monty worked on a proposal to the town incorporating suggestions from this committee. We will try to get on the agenda for the February 29 Select Board’s meeting to present our proposal. We will let the Conservation and Forestry Commissions know ahead of time. Maggie moved to present this proposal to the Select Board at the February 29 meeting, Mark seconded the motion and all voted in favor. Monty will take the proposal in to the town office with the map. Mark will get it to the Conservation Commission and Bob will get it out to the Forestry Commission.
Carroll County Farm: The County Commissioners support the development of a Task Force to take a closer look at the viability of the farm which has been in operation for 164 years. A flyer will be going out. A public hearing will probably be requested through the Commissioners. The Farm Bureau is in support of the farm. 
Farm inventory:  John and Mark continue to work on the inventory. A survey will be included in the Local Food Guide mailing.
Apples: 12 people attended this very informative presentation on grafting done by Monty. There will be another presentation which will be announced later. Ginger is trying to get contact information for Bill Lord. There are fruit tree pruning presentations posted on the website.
Loon program:  This is a presentation that will look at what is affecting the chick population. 
Bobcats:  Mark will contact John Litvaitis who did the study leading to the harvesting of bobcats.
Dick is reading the book, Farming the Woods and will report on it during the next meeting. “Cowspirousy” is a movie about the impact of growing meat for food.

Monty moved to adjourn; Maggie seconded the motion and all voted in favor of adjourning at 6:30 pm.
The next meeting will be held on March 24th at 5:30 pm at the Benz Center.
Respectfully submitted by 
Holly Cook, Secretary
