These minutes have been posted for your convenience. Current minutes have not yet been approved by the Agriculture Commission.

Town of Sandwich

Agriculture Commission
Minutes
February 15, 2014
Present: Bob Butcher, Ginger Heard, Holly Cook, Mark Longley, Betty Alcock, Pat Russell, Maggie Porter, 
Not Present: Dick Devens, Jennifer Elliott, Mike Yeager, Selectman
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Bob at 3:10 pm.
Minutes:  Maggie moved to accept the minutes of the last meeting as written, Ginger seconded the motion and all voted in favor of the motion to accept the November minutes as written.
Nadine San Antonio spoke about Slow Food of Carroll County. Slow Food started in Italy in the 1980s concerned that fast food was ruining the culture and taste of their food. They are active in 150 countries worldwide. Their mission includes 1) access to food – “good clean fair,” 2) convivian – getting together and eating, 3) action plan – structural change. On March 19th Slow Food will be on Ted Talk talking about saving seeds, seed vault, etc. May 7 is their spring dinner. Nadine urges farmers to connect with the group. Also, On March 2nd GALA will sponsor their seed swap, pot luck and contra dance. Seacoast, Monadnock and UNH are additional chapters. There is a new group being established, Slow Food Saco Valley in the Conway area. Classes will be designed for children and adults. Nadine uses Facebook. We could create a flier and email it to her. 

Mark gave an update on the road salt substitute project. The presentation and samples have been set up in the Town Hall. He will see if it can be set up in the library on weekends. It could be set up in the hallway for town meeting. We received some feedback that it was not as effective as salt and that the user would use sand instead. There are 250 trade names available. A thank you note will be sent out to Aubuchon. Ginger moved to have Mark speak at the Select board meeting to say that we would sponsor Jon Peaslee with $50 to attend the SnowPro training at UNH next year if needed. Pat seconded it. All voted in favor. 
Mark suggested we have a brainstorming session to improve publicity for the events that we sponsor. He provided a checklist of ways to get the word out. We need to make sure that any speakers are good speakers and we need to provide a good audience. It is tough for us to get an audience in our area. WMWV, a Conway radio station will be added to the list. 
Today we sponsored Nel Gardner to speak on Heirloom seeds to a small audience. Ginger will send a thank you to Nel for coming today. 
Betty gave the treasure’s report. We started the year with $500.00. $84.94 was reimbursed to Mark for materials used on the salt substitute sample project. We currently have a balance of $415.06.
The essay contest discussion was tabled until next month. Betty left a message for John Hansen, but he has not returned her call. She also emailed Jennifer, teacher at Sandwich Central School, about Ag in the Classroom and she has not gotten back to Betty.
Maggie will be attending the slaughterhouse and meat producers meetings and will share what she learns. The Local Butcher is a new slaughterhouse in Barnstead and Maggie speaks highly of them. 
Mark went to the Farm & Forest Expo and attended wonderful talk about the American Chestnut, which has been hybridized. The Boscawen Agriculture Commission gave a talk about composting and the speaker is willing to come to Sandwich to talk about composting and vermiculture. 

Ginger moved to adjourn, Maggie seconded the motion, all voted in favor of the motion to adjourn. The meeting adjourned at 4:27 pm.
The next meeting will be held on March 27 at 5:30 pm at the Benz Center.
Submitted by,

Holly Cook

Secretary

