These minutes have been posted for your convenience. Current minutes have not yet been approved by the Agriculture Commission.

Town of Sandwich

Agriculture Commission
Minutes
January 28, 2016
Present: Bob Butcher, Ginger Heard, Holly Cook, Dick Devens, Mark Longley, Pat Russell, Maggie Porter, Monty Carlson, John Pries and Guests, Barbara Pries, Susan Kimball Bryant, Julie Dolan 

Absent: Mike Yeager, Selectman

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Bob at 5:32 pm. 

Minutes:  Ginger moved to accept the minutes of the December meeting as amended, Pat seconded the motion and all voted in favor of accepting the minutes as amended.

Treasurers Report: The commission will have a budget of $500 for the upcoming year.
Business:
Pat, Maggie and Holly will renew their memberships.
Meadow Brook – a family has expressed a desire to farm the property, but Mark and Monty have not been able to meet with them to get their input. Monty proposed that the property be used as a pollinator project for this summer. There could also be a trail around the buffer. A volunteer would be needed to take care of it. The Conservation Commission is planning a public forum in the spring to look at what should happen on this property. It was suggested that we have a proposal that we could present in support of farming. Mike Yeager made it clear that the selectmen want farming on the property and has encouraged the Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry Commissions to work together. The deed authorizes agriculture and forestry on the property. If it is not used it takes the land out of the tax base, placing more burden on other taxpayers. If it can be used for agriculture or forestry at least it gives back to the town. A proposal should include plans for the future as well. Monty moved that each member answer the survey (Monty sent out) based on low use to intensive use, and provide five scenarios with steps on how the property could be used this year and onward. All information will be provided to all members so that it can be reviewed before the next meeting. John seconded the motion and all voted in favor, with one abstention. There is a concern that this could drag on which would prevent anything from happening in the near future. It has already been 2 years.

Well testing-Dick and Monty did some research. Mark was focused on arsenic, but since only 2 wells indicated a problem with arsenic maybe we should refocus. Monty explained that about half the wells had a problem. If the same basic array of tests were done we could see if the water has changed or if there are contaminants that are finding their way into the water. We could present a proposal to the Quimby Trust for financial support of testing water on all properties. Mark talked with the director of the DES lab who said that it is more difficult to test a large number of samples later in the year. We need to know how many homes would be tested – Bob will check with the town and inquire with the Quimby Trust. The cost for a standard water test done at the state lab is $85.  
Mark talked about the County Farm defunding. There are some people working with the county delegation who want to defund the farm. Mark and several other people have met with some delegation members who support the farm. It is very difficult to determine how much the farm costs. There is a proposal that a task force be set up to address this issue. There was a suggestion to lease it out, but no one has expressed an interest.  There are 900 acres, equipment is paid for and the labor is provided by inmates. Mark moved that the Sandwich Agriculture commission support the Carroll County farm budget for 2016. Ginger seconded the motion. All voted in favor. 
NH Laws for Right of Way for Farm Animals – Several years ago Mark talked about this issue and we agreed that we could put this out for public awareness.  It was given to Chief Wyman who responded with a number of responses supported by NH law. The NH Horse Council had a booth at the Farm & Forest Expo on this issue.   

Sandwich presence in the Local Food Guide – John has worked on the farm inventory, Mark has the cover letter, applications are ready to go and will be sent out. 

Deicing – Mark did not get a chance to look at what is available. He will post the list from last year on the Sandwich Board. 

A Bobcat season could have 73 cats harvested. There is a petition against a season going around. 

John produced a Farm Survey of questions and is looking for feedback. 

The Town’s franking privileges will end in April because they will no longer send out a newsletter.  Instead they will encourage the townspeople to use the website.  

Apples – Bill Lord has retired from the CES, but Ginger will try to contact him about doing a workshop. 
Mark shared the booklet, Sustaining Agriculture in the Granite State. 

Ginger moved to adjourn, Dick seconded the motion and all voted in favor of adjourning. The meeting adjourned at 7:14 pm.
The next meeting will be held on February 18 at 5:30 pm at the Benz Center.
Respectfully submitted by 
Holly Cook, Secretary
