These minutes have been posted for your convenience. Current minutes have not yet been approved by the Agriculture Commission.

Town of Sandwich

Agriculture Commission
Minutes
January 16, 2014
Present: Bob Butcher, Ginger Heard, Holly Cook, Mark Longley, Betty Alcock, Pat Russell

Not Present: Dick Devens, Jennifer Elliott, Maggie Porter, Mike Yeager, Selectman
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Bob at 5:30 pm.
Minutes:  Betty moved to accept the minutes of the last meeting, Ginger seconded the motion and all voted in favor of the motion to accept the November minutes as written.
Old Business   
Bob submitted the final report that will be published in the Town Report and Pat sent in a photo of the fair float to be included.
The Treasurer’s Report will be tabled until the next meeting.

Unable to be present for the meeting, Maggie submitted thoughts on an essay contest for 13 to 18 year olds. Ginger, Pat and Betty have not had a chance to talk with John Hansen, Principal, at the Sandwich Central School, but will talk with him see how receptive he would be and when might be a good time to sponsor an essay contest. Some ideas were discussed: splitting it into to levels - Jr/Sr high and elementary, offering it around the time of the fair. It will be discussed in further detail next month. 
Ginger talked with Nel Garden, Master Gardener in Belknap County. She would be happy to do a presentation on Heirloom seeds and prefers that it be offered during the day. Ginger will see if she is available on February 15th at 2:00 pm, with March 8 as a backup date. We will contact the library to see if their room is available. A notice will be put on the Sandwich Board, information will be given to Diane Johnson to put it in her column, a poster will be put up outside the library, and fliers posted at feed stores, farmers markets, etc. Ginger will ask Nel if she knows of a catalog that would donate packets of seeds for a give away.
Mark will work on the barn easements with the goal of getting another 3-4 easements before the filing date of April 15. He also has worked on the Calcium Magnesium Acetate project. Mark did a lot of research and will set up a display in the foyer of the Town Hall and offer samples. The state offers a training program for the road crew in an effort to get salt levels down. Ambrose mixes the sand & salt for area towns and Sandwich has by far the lowest ratio. The state will focus on training personnel, calibrating equipment, and using weather. The SnoPro course is offered at UNH. We could write a letter to the town supporting Jon’s participation in the course. Mark submitted an accounting of $84.94 for the EnvironMelt samples project.
The idea of a GMO workshop is good, but we need to know more. Mark linked pro and con information to the website. The NH vote on labeling hasn’t occurred yet.  

The Farm & Forest Expo will be held on February 8th & 9th in Manchester. Bob and Pat are planning on attending. 

Mark is interested in working on Agricultural Land Access and Agricultural Easements on the Proposed Projects list. An inventory would include town and privately owned land. 

Mark reminded us about viewing the food videos suggested by Dick. Mark will talk with Dick about this. Maybe see The Farm Story at the next meeting.  
The next meeting may be following the Heirloom Seed presentation instead of February 20th. 

Betty moved to adjourn the meeting, Ginger seconded the motion, all voted in favor and the meeting adjourned at 7:30 pm.

Submitted by,

Holly Cook

Secretary

