These minutes have been posted for your convenience. Current minutes have not yet been 
                                        approved by the Agriculture Commission. 
Town of Sandwich 
Agriculture Commission 
Minutes 
October 27, 2016 
Present: Ginger Heard, Holly Cook, Pat Russell, John Pries, Monty Carlson, Maggie Porter, Dick Devens, Guest: Barbara Pries, Georgette Mehalik
Not present: Bob Butcher, Toby Eaton

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Ginger at 5:30 pm. 
Minutes: Maggie moved to accept the September minutes as written, Dick second the motion and all voted in favor of accepting the September minutes as written.
Treasurer’s Report: Not available
Business: 
Meadow Brook – Monty reported that the committee looked at a template for a management plan for forest, field, wetland, access, financial management, etc.  They hope to have a plan by town meeting time. The Conservation Commission is concerned that the town mowed the field area beyond the wetlands line that was delineated with posts and do not support a management plan for the wetlands. It was pointed out that the soils under the wetland area are typical of farm land in New England and should be mowed. Monty identified each area on the map so they could plan accordingly. Wendy Scribner, Forester, Cooperative Extension Service, had said that fields are rare in Sandwich and should be kept open. Whatever is done in the field will be low impact. There are 9.74 acres total, take out the tree area, that leaves about 5 acres. The committee is considering the need for a permanent Meadow Brook committee for things such as trail maintenance & education. The committee will discuss a budget during the next meeting. The town budget committee has set aside $5000 for the committee to use. The Forestry Commission has about $20,000 and the Conservation Committee has about $80,000 in their general accounts. Bill Dunn has been hired to cut out some of the scrub. At some point this winter farmers could be invited to talk about it how it could be used.  
Wells in Sandwich -  Maggie talked about how she obtained the information she was able to obtain. She eliminated the Corner House and Post Office, and counted Spokesfield as one considering it only has one well There are about 1000 wells in Sandwich. The DES uses numbers from 1984. Ginger will call Dr. McVicar to see if he has any information. There was some discussion about using people other than the state to test the water.
Guest - Georgette Mehalik came to inquire about the apple program. She lives in Holderness and has apple trees in her yard. The orchard on her property was planted in the 1930s, but not maintained. 
Permaculture -  Dick shared a drawing that showed the layers that are used: vegetation, soil amendments, manure, newspaper, mulch hay, compost & seedless mulch. He is making progress. He pushed potatoes into the mulch hay bales and they grew well. He had some other plants that did very well. Motion sensor sprinklers and fish line were used around the area to deter animals. 
Gooseberries - are not allowed they carry blister rust fungus that can get on the white pines and kill them. 

Right-to-Know-Workshop – was offered by the town for town employees and those on town commissions/committees. There are still many questions. 
Monty has been hired to be the secretary for the Budget Committee.  Maggie moved to have Monty continue to serve on the Agriculture Commission and recuse herself if there is a conflict of interest. Ginger seconded the motion and all voted in favor of the motion.

The porta john for the Apple Project cost $175.00. Monty will take the receipt to Cathy for reimbursement.
The next meeting will be held Nov 17 at 5:30 at the Benz Center.

Respectfully submitted,

Holly Cook, Secretary

