These minutes have been posted for your convenience. Current minutes have not yet been approved by the Agriculture Commission. 
Town of Sandwich 
Agriculture Commission 
Minutes 
April 28, 2016 
Present:​ Bob Butcher, Ginger Heard, Holly Cook, Dick Devens, Pat Russell, Maggie Porter, Monty Carlson, John Pries, Toby Eaton, Select Board representative and Guests: Barbara Pries, Chris Boldt     
Call to Order:​ The meeting was called to order by Bob ​at 5:33 pm.
Minutes:  Pat moved to accept the minutes of the March meeting as amended, Ginger seconded the motion and all voted in favor of accepting the March minutes as amended.

Treasurers Report:​ The commission will have a budget of $500 for the upcoming year.
Business 
Website:  Mark Longley has offered to continue to help us with the website. He will be added back onto the email list. 
Presentation:  Ginger talked with Wendy Booth; she is willing to come on June 24 and to present her talk on the Shetland Islands for $50. Maggie moved to have Ginger make arrangements for Wendy Booth to speak on June 24 and pay her $50. Dick seconded the motion and all voted in favor of the motion. Ginger will organize the PR and refreshments. Ginger talked with Peggy Longley about co-sponsoring this event with the library.
Water testing status report:  Bob is willing to work on a grant to submit to the Quimby Trustees which would request funding to test the water for residences in town. A complete range of tests done by the state costs $85. Several towns in NH are experiencing issues with their water. With the 1983 testing data digitalized and mapped it can be used to track data.
Meadow Brook:  The Town is developing an ad hoc committee and we need to appoint a member to represent this commission. John moved to have Monty be our representative, Maggie seconded the motion and all voted in favor of Monty representing the Agriculture Commission on the Meadow Brook ad hoc committee. The committee will be meeting soon. Monty brought in an aerial photograph taken in 1935 of the area, showing the open fields with the elm trees. The beavers were extinct back then so the water level was low. The Town is working on clearing the log from the brook. 
Farm survey:  A survey was sent out to 24 farms on the farm inventory list. John would like to post on the Sandwich Board to pick up farms who did not receive the survey. Members can email any corrections to the list to John.

Book:  Dick talked about Year-Round Indoor Salad Gardening. This book talks about how to grow greens in 10 days. The book is available at the library. 

Loon presentation:  Monty reported that Tiffany Grade is willing to come to talk about Loons. She will talk about a study of the pollution that killed the loon chicks. Sandwich Bay is the worst area on the lake. The study has helped narrow the area to where an old dump might be the source of the pollution. Monty will ask her if she is available during Old Home Week. 

Apple grafting:  Monty has invited anyone who is interested in grafting a variety of scions onto apple rootstock to come to her house this coming Sunday, May 1 at 1:00. Chris Boldt has a Grimes Golden apple tree that is a great grandfather of the Golden Delicious apple. 

Other: 

Maggie reported that Mark is going ahead with the barn tour on August 20th.  

The next meeting will be May 26 at 5:30 at the Benz Center. Holly will not be present so Maggie volunteered to take the minutes.
Respectfully submitted,

Holly Cook, Secretary

