Minutes,  Ad Hoc Meadow Brook Committee
July 13, 2016, Town Hall, Sandwich, NH

Call to Order

The meeting was called to order by Mike Yeager at 2:35 p.m.  Present were Mike Yeager, Fred Lavigne, Jennifer Martel, Susan Bryant Kimball and Martha Carlson.  Peter Pohl sent an email saying he could not attend but reporting on Forestry.

Committee Reports

Forestry Subcommittee

Peter’s email and Fred reported that they walked the property.  Boundaries are visible.  They identified and corrected a few flagging problems.

Regarding trees on agricultural fields, Peter will contact Taylor & Company, a whole tree harvesting company with a good reputation, about doing a biomass cut on the white pines in between Field A and Field B as well as some aspen and red maple just behind the parking lot.  These two areas comprise about 2 acres.

The members discussed Peter’s comment that the Town will have to pay for this work as there is no market currently for biomass.  Fred confirmed that Peter will try to get a good price.  Mike suggested that we also get a price on stump removal and then find funding from various town funds—Forest Committee, Conservation Commission, etc.

Such a cut should be timed so it can all be done at once.  Then the area could be limed and/or seeded.

West of the parking lot, pines look terrible at the moment.  But these trees could be thinned and managed.  Susan suggests this logging might be done as a management demonstration project.  She recommends a bridge for future recreational access.  Fred said Peter and he think access for an actual logging would need to be found from Vittum Hill Rd.  Monty said the old road used to come down through a field now owned by Mark Quinzani.  Although there is not much market currently for lumber, removed trees might provide material for a town construction project, Mike said.

Fred noted the boundary marker at the parking lot is a white fiberglass rod.  It needs work so people can triangulate from the spot.

Soil Test Subcommittee

Monty had just received the soil tests from UNH.  She sampled Field A as two sections, A1 and A2 and Field B as B1 and B2.  Soil tests were done for commercial corn, forage and pasture uses of the land with clover grass or hay as the planned seeding.  Testing for this use, UNH reported on pH, mineral nutrients (Calcium, magnesium, potassium and phosphorus), and saturation of those minerals in the soil.  Percentages, parts per million, present ranges and optimal ranges are given.  The UNH soil scientist recommends lime and additives.  For now, Tom Buob, Extension Educator Emeritus, recommends application of lime, at least.

Monty said the committee should consider wetlands protection and ask experts how far lime and the nutrients, especially nitrogen and phosphorus, will leach.  We should select a buffer zone between the fields and the wetlands that will protect Meadow Brook waters from these elements, which cause eutrophication of water, she said.

Jennifer suggested we check whether biomass ash would be just as good as lime.  Mike asked Jenn to check on that and its price for buying and spreading.

Mike said he would check with Olivia Saunders, Carroll County Extension Ag Agent, 603-447-3834, Olivia.saunders@unh.edu for her recommendations.

Fred said we need information on how to eradicate weeds such as milkweed. Monty said she would check with Maine Organic Farmers.  She will ask Bob Butcher, chair of the Ag Committee, about costs of liming and seeding the fields.
Records of Meadow Brook

Susan reported that she has examined all existing Town records about Meadow Brook.  The old tax records reveal some interesting facts about how the land has changed in use:

In 1980, the current use report submitted to the Town by Lamprey and Hammond showed the parcel had:


Horticultural use
2 acres


Forage crops

20 acres


Wetlands

3 acres


Pasture


10 acres


Forest 


30 acres


Other


58

In 2016, the Town’s tax record shows:


Farmland

7.4 acres


Wetlands

41.75 acres


Other/Forest

58.44 acres

The file contains deeds, permits from NH Department of Environmental Services, Conservation Commission notes.  It does not contain Tamworth race track records (which Mike brought in) or Intent to Cut records.

Jenn suggested that the Ad-Hoc Committee ask Cath Graham for a drawer so that all records, including minutes, can be housed at Town Hall for easy access by any committee member or member of the public.  Monty will do that.

Mission Statement

The members examined the statement which they developed in June:

The Meadow Brook Committee will develop an active agricultural, forestry, wildlife, and wetlands management plan utilizing best management practices established by the State of New Hampshire and providing access for recreation, education, and other approved uses.

Jennifer submitted a different version:

The Meadowbrook Committee will develop an active agricultural, forestry, wildlife and wetlands management plan while being mindful and keeping within the guidelines of best management practices established by the State of New Hampshire and the various departments therein. The Committee’s intent will be to preserve the wildlife habitat, open spaces and natural resources available within the property to allow access and appropriate usage for recreation, education and other suitable opportunities as the Town of Sandwich deems acceptable.

The group decided that the proper name for the property should be Meadow Brook, two words, like the brook itself.

The members discussed whether we should approve a lean concise statement or Jenn’s fuller statement.  Fred suggested we all review the options and vote at the next meeting.  Susan suggested we all read the deed with its restrictions before we decide.  She explained that the deed does not list every approved use but simply lists purposes and a few prohibited activities.  Other potential uses would be considered one by one and weighed against the goals and purposes of the deed, she said.

Next Meeting

August 10, 2:30 p.m., Town Hall.

Mike moved and Jenn seconded that the meeting be adjourned at 3:55 p.m.
