Town of Sandwich
Planning Board

Minutes: December 1, 2016
Members Present: Mike Babcock, Rich Benton, Julie Dolan, Tim Miner, Frank Paine, Ben Shambaugh, Maureen Offinger
Members not present: Janina Lamb, Toby Eaton – Board of Selectmen Ex-Officio, and Bob Rowan – BOS Ex-Officio Alternate
There being a quorum present, Mr. Babcock called the meeting to order at 7:02 PM. 
Minutes: 
Mr. Miner moved, seconded by Mr. Benton, to approve the minutes of November 17, 2016, with one change of wording regarding considerations of construction on steep slopes. The motion passed unanimously. 

Proposed Zoning Amendments
The members discussed new language proposed by Mr. Shambaugh to clarify the jurisdictional area of steep slopes in Article X, 150-56, 150-57 and 150-59.  After a brief discsussion, Mrs. Dolan moved, seconded by Mr. Paine, to include these amendments to the Zoning Ordinance, as amended. The motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Shambaugh moved, seconded by Mr. Benton, to approve the proposed amendments, including any petitioned amendments received prior to the 12/14/2016 deadline, for public hearing and for placement on the Sandwich 2017 Town Warrant.  The motion passed unanimously.

The public hearing is scheduled for January 5, 2017, at 7 p.m.

Board Business

Sign Permit Issue
Mr. Babcock reported meeting with the Board of Selectmen (BOS) to discuss whether building permits are being required for signs.  

In discussion, members noted that this is a complex issue involving Constitutional rights to free speech, State roads rights-of-way, and the Zoning Ordinance which describes permitted sizes of signs but does not require permits. Mr. Babcock noted that the Town Road Agent Mr. Jon Peaslee was concerned that some signs might limit the line of sight from a private driveway.  He added that he met with town administrative staff Jennifer Wright and Tom Johnson who suggested the BOS might prefer requiring a permit by notification when a new sign is being erected.

The members concurred that sign regulations will be reviewed in the 2017 Zoning Ordinance amendment process.  Mr. Babcock said he would attend a meeting on December 5 when the Selectmen will discuss the issue with a landowner.
Compliance Officer Request

Mrs. Shambaugh and Mrs. Carlson reported that Mr. Tom Johnson, Compliance Officer, requested further information about the legal opinion which the Board received last month from Atty. Steven Whitley regarding Mr. Johnson’s request for full review of any new Planning Board applications.  The Board requested that a letter be sent to Mr. Johnson inviting him to attend a Planning Board meeting to discuss any questions he may have about the matter.
The members agreed that Mr. Johnson has the right to examine applications, as they are public documents.  He would be welcomed to submit an opinion in writing or in person at the public hearing on that application.

Master Plan Review in 2017

The members received a summary of the Sandwich Master Plan.  Mr. Babcock asked each member to select two of the nine chapters in the Plan which he or she thinks should be reviewed and revised in 2017.  Members agreed to bring their choices to the January 5 meeting.  It was noted that the Board may or may not recommend changes when they review Master Plan chapters but such review must include a public hearing.
Next Meeting

Members concurred there will be no December 15, 2016, meeting.

Schedule of 2017 Meetings

The members received a schedule of Planning Board meetings and application deadlines.

Town Budget

Mrs. Dolan said she would keep the Planning Board apprised of progress on the Town budget and any changes proposed by the Budget Committee for the Capital Improvements Plan.

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 9 P.M. on a motion by Mrs. Dolan and a second by Mr. Paine. 
Scheduled Meetings: January 5, 2017; January 19, 2017 (if second meeting is needed); February 2, 2017.
Respectfully submitted,

Martha Carlson, Secretary
Wendy Shambaugh, Secretary Pro-Tem
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