Town of Sandwich
Planning Board

Minutes: August 18, 2016
Members Present: Mike Babcock, Rich Benton, Julie Dolan, Janina Lamb, Tim Miner, Maureen Offinger, Frank Paine, and Ben Shambaugh

Members not present: Toby Eaton – BOS Ex-Officio and Bob Rowan – BOS Ex-Officio Alternate
Public Present: 
There being a quorum present, Mr. Babcock called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM. 
Minutes: Mr. Benton moved, seconded by Mr. Shambaugh to approve the August 4, 2016 planning board meeting minutes as amended. Motion passed unanimously. 
Board Business

Scenic Road Act: Mr. Babcock distributed copies of the Procedures adopted by the Planning Board. He has requested to be placed on the Selectmen’s August 22 meeting to review the Procedures with the Selectmen and invited other members to attend.
NHMA Law Lecture Series: Mr. Babcock recommended the series as very worthwhile. There is money allocated in the PB budget for members to attend.

CIP Committee Report: Mrs. Dolan reported that the Committee is on schedule to present a final plan to the Planning Board at the October 6 meeting. She noted that CR/ETs are being funded at 75% and there is some catch-up to make sure that projected projects and purchases will be appropriately funded. The CIP Committee is leaving details of purchases and projects between the Selectmen and Department Heads.
Accessory Apartments: Lengthy discussion ensued relative to requiring owner occupancy of one of the units. 

· Ms. Lamb felt strongly that there shouldn’t be an occupancy requirement and suggested instead, requiring one lease for both units. After discussion, it was agreed that this would be difficult to enforce and there were situations where two leases might be needed for liability issues.
· Mr. Miner and Mr. Shambaugh again noted the tension between safeguarding the rights of the abutters and neighborhood while preserving the rights of the property owner. 

It was agreed that the intent of the ordinance was to allow owners to have an apartment within their building and not have the dwelling become a rental unit by an off-site owner. Mr. Shambaugh suggested language that would allow for exceptions to owner occupancy to be made through the Special Exception process. This would allow for review by another Board (the ZBA) for the impact on the neighborhood.

Brief discussion ensued relative to Air B&Bs and B&Bs in general. While this might be accommodated under the Home Occupation ordinance and wasn’t specific to Accessory Apartments,  it was agreed to add this to discussion list for 2017.

Parking: A prior opinion by Mitchell Group stated that there was no conflict between 150-18 B and Site Plan Regulations which allow for a waiver of the Site Plan parking requirements. Mr. Shambaugh suggested adding language in the Site Plan Regulations clarifying that parking in the Village District may be waived because of the availability of municipal parking spaces.
Site Plan Regulations – Cell Towers: In response to a question from Mrs. Shambaugh, the PB agreed that the requirements for application items for cell towers should be contained in the Site Plan Regulations.

Other Business

Applications for the September 1 meeting were distributed and staffers assigned.

Mrs. Shambaugh announced her resignation as Land Use Administrative Assistant effective October 1. The Selectmen have advertised the position with applications due September 12. Mr. Babcock and Mr. Shambaugh will attend the 8/22/16 Selectmen’s meeting to further discuss the position.
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 9:09 PM on a motion by Mrs. Dolan and a second by Mr. Paine.
Scheduled Meetings: September 1, 2016 (PB regular meeting); September 15, 2016 – CIP Committee (5:45 PM); September 15, 2016 (PB second meeting as needed); October 6, 2016 (PB regular meeting)
Respectfully submitted,

Wendy J. Shambaugh, Secretary

Minutes Approved: not yet approved
Corrections: 

August 18, 2016
Sandwich Planning Board
Page 1 of 2
Minutes Approved: not yet approved

