Town of Sandwich
Planning Board

Minutes: July 7, 2016
Members Present: Mike Babcock, Rich Benton, Julie Dolan, Janina Lamb, Maureen Offinger, Frank Paine, and Ben Shambaugh

Members not present: Toby Eaton – BOS Ex-Officio, Tim Miner, and Bob Rowan – BOS Ex-Officio Alternate
Public Present: 
There being a quorum present, Mr. Babcock called the meeting to order at 7:02 PM. He welcomed Mrs. Offinger to the Board.
Minutes: Mr. Benton moved, seconded by Mrs. Dolan to approve the June 16, 2016 planning board meeting minutes as presented. Motion passed unanimously. 
Board Business

Scenic Road Act: Discussion ensued.
· It was explained that Ms. Graham had been authorized to release the legal opinion requested by Mr. Rowan on behalf of the Planning Board upon receipt of the Planning Board letter to the Board of Selectmen requesting the legal opinion release. Mrs. Shambaugh reported that based on one of Mr. Mitchell’s comments in that opinion, she called to clarify information and received further information which she detailed in the packet notes.

· The Planning Board may amend the current ‘Scenic Road Tree Cut Administrative Procedures’ without Town Meeting approval. The Administrative Procedures can be compared to site plan or subdivision regulations, giving guidance to the PB for administering a responsibility. Mr. Mitchell thought having consistent regulations for the process would assist the current and future boards in eliminating some of the subjectivity of the process. The Administrative Procedures can be amended at any time as needed.
· The five types of tree cut review as presented in the draft proposal discussed at the 6/2/16 meeting are: A. trees within four (4) feet of the traveled way; B. dead or dying trees, damaged trees, and diseased trees; C. all non-jurisdictional trees and brush; D. branches and limbs on jurisdictional trees intruding into a ‘box’ eighteen (18) feet wide by eighteen (18) feet high centered on the traveled way; and E. all other jurisdictional trees and limbs not in the above categories. It was noted that removal or movement of stone walls at the edge of the town’s right-of-way requires Planning Board approval through the application process.

· The Road Agent may apply for tree cuts on multiple roads in one application. It was clarified that all scenic tree cut applications require a public hearing by statute. There was general discussion relative to tree types A – D not requiring a site visit but to rely on the judgment of the Road Agent, with the Planning Board as the final authority and responsible party. Tree type E may require a site visit as specified by the Planning Board. Concern was expressed that submitting one application for multiple roads might preclude some out-of-town property owners from notification. Mrs. Dolan pointed out that all public hearings are noticed on town bulletin boards and the town web site, providing an opportunity for anyone to either attend or send in a letter.
· It was agreed that the ‘box’ in tree type D had to be consistent for all roads.

· General discussion ensued relative to having the Road Agent use another committee such as the Forestry Committee to determine tree types A-D. Concern was expressed about bringing in other agencies with their own set of opinions and criteria which may be contrary to the procedures established by the Planning Board. 

· The use of staffers was also discussed in place of a site visit for tree types A-D, providing oversight of the Road Agent. It was noted that the PB has confidence in the current Road Agent and the procedures can be reviewed upon the appointment of a new Road Agent.
· Methods for identifying the trees for the public and the board were discussed. Mr. Benton noted that there are numbered tags which might be used.

It was agreed to have Mrs. Shambaugh provide a draft revision of the Administrative Procedures, incorporating Mr. Mitchell’s comments, for review at the next meeting.

Excavation Regulations: Mrs. Shambaugh reported on Ms. Pinkham Langer’s explanation of the distance within the seasonal high water table, which could be tied into a town’s Master Plan or Groundwater Protection Ordinance. Sandwich has no such restrictions so the paragraph was deleted. The regulations will be revised to incorporate the Board’s changes for review at the next meeting. 
The July 16 Planning Board meeting was cancelled. Mr. Benton will contact Mr. Miner to staff a Boundary Line Adjustment application for the 8/4/16 meeting; Mrs. Offinger will be the second staffer. Mr. Benton provided a brief explanation of his drawing for construction on steep slopes.
Correspondence: 1. Approval for a logging road on Tax Map R11-45; 2. Denial of a driveway permit off of Squam Lake Road; and 3. DES application for a dock.

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 8:47 PM on a motion by Mrs. Dolan and a second by Mr. Paine.
July 21, 2016 - CIP Committee (5:45 PM); August 4, 2016 (PB regular meeting); August 18, 2016 – CIP Committee (5:45 PM); August 18, 2016 ( PB second meeting as needed)
Respectfully submitted,

Wendy J. Shambaugh, Secretary
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Corrections: 
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