Town of Sandwich
Planning Board

Minutes: June 16, 2016
Members Present: Mike Babcock, Rich Benton, Julie Dolan, Janina Lamb, Tim Miner, Maureen Offinger, Frank Paine, and Ben Shambaugh

Members not present: Toby Eaton – BOS Ex-Officio and Bob Rowan – BOS Ex-Officio Alternate
Public Present: 
There being a quorum present, Mr. Babcock called the meeting to order at 7:02 PM. He welcomed Mrs. Offinger to the Board.
Minutes: Mrs. Dolan moved, seconded by Mr. Benton to approve the June 2, 2016 planning board meeting minutes as presented. Motion passed unanimously. 
Board Business

CIP Committee – report: Mrs. Dolan reported that the Committee met with the Fire & Police Departments. She expressed concern, along with Mr. Shambaugh, that the capital reserves for the Fire Department are very low and will need to be heavily funded in order to purchase vehicles. She  noted that the BOS have a number of projects they are considering, some that are costly, and the Selectmen need to prioritize those projects.

Mr. Shambaugh explained that the Committee is considering an annual contribution, estimated at $190,000 at this time based on projects over the last several years, for road paving projects. The BOS and the Road Agent would decide the actual project. Mr. Miner noted that other projects and purchases are being funded at 75% - 80% and asked if road  projects would be fully funded. Mr. Shambaugh felt that the CIP Committee would get bogged down if it had to discuss the details of each annual paving project in order to determine a cost that would be partially funded by the capital reserve. Instead the CIP Committee would recommend amounts towards the capital reserve fund with the Selectmen determining what and when to withdraw funds.
A brief explanation of the CIP Committee and its authority was provided for Mrs. Offinger’s benefit.

OEP Conference: Mrs. Dolan reported that she had attended the Office of Energy & Planning annual conference which she felt was useful. She noted that use of the Master Plan and attention to determining projects of regional impact were stressed. 

Scenic Road Act – follow-up discussion
It was reported that Ms. Graham had contacted Town Counsel for Mr. Rowan, per the Planning Board’s request at the 06/02/16 meeting to obtain an opinion on whether amendments to the Scenic Road Act similar to those proposed in a draft by Mr. Shambaugh were legal and feasible. Counsel responded to the inquiry but the Planning Board has not been apprised of the response. Mr. Shambaugh moved, seconded by Mr. Benton, to have the Chair contact Town Counsel to get an answer so the Board can move forward on this topic. General discussion ensued:

· There has been no communication from the BOS that the Board Chair or the Land Use Administrative Assistant, at the request of the Board, can no longer contact Town Counsel about Planning Board matters.

· It was noted that the Planning Board specifically requested legal review on this matter. Mr. Rowan stated that he would make the inquiry and the Board requested that the question and the answer be provided in writing to the Planning Board.

· Several members suggested that the BOS should be asked to provide the information before going ahead and contacting Counsel. Mr. Shambaugh felt strongly that the Planning Board requested the information in order to do their due diligence on managing the Scenic Road process and that the answer should have been immediately passed on to the PB.

Mr. Shambaugh and Mr. Benton withdrew the motion and second. Mr. Benton moved, seconded by Mr. Shambaugh, to write a letter to the BOS requesting that the results of the legal review in response to the Planning Board’s question be provided by Tuesday, June 28, 2016 so it can be included in the Board packet for the July 7, 2016 meeting. Motion passed unanimously. 

Bates Boundary Line Adjustment: Mr. Babcock noted that the BLA application was approved conditionally, subject to verification by the Compliance Officer that the camp and workshop are not dwellings. He was notified that Mr. Rowan had made the inspection, determined that the buildings were not dwellings, and that the mylar was ready for signing. Mr. Babcock contacted Catherine Graham, the BOS Administrative Assistant, and informed her that he would need to discuss the matter with the Planning Board since Mr. Rowan was an abutter to the application and had recused himself from discussion on this application. Subsequently a letter was distributed at the meeting, having been received just prior to the meeting, that Tom Johnson, the Compliance Officer, inspected the buildings, accompanied by Mr. Rowan, and determined that they met the definition of Bunkhouse/Sleeping Cabin, per the Zoning Ordinance. Mr. Shambaugh moved, seconded by Mr. Benton, to authorize Mr. Babcock to sign the mylar for the BLA. Motion passed unanimously. There were several questions relative to the Compliance Officer’s email; after brief discussion it was agreed that some of his comments were not within the PB jurisdiction. Mr. Babcock noted that this is another instance of confusion over jurisdiction and he intended to attend a BOS meeting in the future to discuss the matter.

Excavation Regulations: The draft regulations, from a model provided by Mary Pinkham-Langer, State Gravel Appraiser, were reviewed. Several edits were made. Mrs. Shambaugh was requested to contact Ms. Pinkham-Langer for clarification on one issue. 
The Board agreed to focus on Scenic Road Act, Excavation Regulations, and Parking for the July 7 meeting. There was brief discussion of an amendment to clarify the confusion of 150-18 A & B. Mrs. Shambaugh will request an update on the parking agreements between the Town and private parties in the Village.

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 8:51 PM on a motion by Ms. Lamb and a second by Mr. Benton.
June 30, 2016 - CIP Committee (6:30 PM); July 7, 2016 (PB regular meeting); July 21, 2016 - CIP Committee (5:45 PM); July 21, 2016 – Planning Board (second meeting as needed); August 4, 2016 (PB regular meeting)
Respectfully submitted,

Wendy J. Shambaugh, Secretary

Minutes Approved: not yet approved
Corrections: 

June 16, 2016
Sandwich Planning Board
Page 1 of 3
Minutes Approved: not yet approved

