Town of Sandwich
Planning Board

Minutes: November 19, 2015
Members Present: Mike Babcock, Rich Benton, Gunnar Berg, Julie Dolan, Toby Eaton, Janina Lamb, Tim Miner, Frank Paine, and Ben Shambaugh
Members not present: none
Public Present: none
There being a quorum present, Mr. Babcock called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. 
Minutes
Mr. Benton moved, seconded by Mrs. Dolan, to approve the November 5, 2015 meeting minutes as presented. Motion passed. Mr. Shambaugh moved, seconded by Mrs. Dolan, to approve the November 7, 2015 meeting minutes as presented. Motion passed with Mr. Berg, Mr. Eaton, and Mr. Miner abstaining.
Excavation Inspection Reports: Mr. Benton moved, seconded by Mr. Shambaugh, to approve the Thorndike Inspection Report as presented. Motion passed. Mr. Shambaugh moved, seconded by Mrs. Dolan, to approve the Ambrose Inspection Report as presented. Motion passed. There was a brief explanation for Mr. Miner who was not present at the inspection relative to the boulders blocking the culvert.
Board Business 
Cell Towers: The Board reviewed the language of “Draft #2: 2015-11-05.”
· There was extensive discussion relative to adding a specific setback distance of 200’ in addition to the language of 150% of the tower height, with applicants using whichever distance is greater. Mr. Shambaugh felt strongly that increasing the setback would add a measure of protection for abutters and the neighborhood, stating that using wooded buffers and tree canopy heights are harder to manage and less effective than a setback which is simpler and provides less room for interpretation. Mr. Miner felt that 200’ was too great a distance and unnecessary and Mr. Berg felt that setbacks may be deemed unreasonable and possible violate the telecommunications act. Mr. Berg further indicated that towers of less than 80’ were unlikely, making a greater setback distance unnecessary. Ms. Lamb and Mr. Miner suggested making the setback distance shorter to provide protection in the event of shorter tower. Mr. Benton commented that the setback should include the telecommunications facility including the fencing and equipment building, and not just the tower itself. After further discussion, Mr. Shambaugh moved, seconded by Mr. Benton, to change the language to read “Tower facilities shall be set back a distance equal to one hundred fifty percent (150%) of the height of the tower or one hundred twenty-five feet (125’), whichever is greater, from any boundary line, or other principal use structure located on the property the tower is sited upon. Motion passed.
· Mr. Shambaugh suggested that an annual permit be required with a modest fee to ensure that the facility is operating as approved and that the performance security and insurance certificates are current. The inspection would be similar to the gravel inspection but would perhaps be conducted by the Compliance Officer. Mr. Eaton moved, seconded by Mr. Benton, to include language for an annual permit in the cell tower ordinance language. Motion passed.
· Several minor edits and grammatical corrections were made.
· After brief discussion, it was agreed that ground mounted towers would be prohibited in the Shoreland and Skyline Overlay Districts and in the Village Zoning District, although co-location and antennae on buildings would be allowed.
· It was discovered that there was conflicting language for the definition of ‘height’ which will be addressed when all definitions are discussed.
Mr. Shambaugh moved, seconded by Mrs. Dolan, to amend the cell tower ordinance language as discussed and to forward it to town counsel for review. Mr. Berg and Mrs. Shambaugh were thanked for their work on the language. Motion passed.

Mrs. Shambaugh reviewed the statutory time line for zoning amendments. The Board preferred to hold the public hearing on zoning amendments at the January 7, 2016 meeting. The latest date to hold the first public hearing on zoning amendments is 01/18/16, which would mean a special meeting if the hearing was not held on the 7th. It was agreed, that if possible, the cell tower ordinance, related zoning changes, and definitions would be finalized at the December 3 meeting in order to eliminate the second December meeting and still have the public hearing for zoning amendments on the 7th.

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 PM on a motion by Mr. Eaton and a second by Mrs. Dolan.
Scheduled Meetings: December 3, 2015 (regular meeting); December 17, 2015 (second meeting as needed); January 7, 2016 (regular meeting)
Respectfully submitted,

Wendy J. Shambaugh, Secretary
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