Town of Sandwich
Planning Board

Minutes: July 16, 2015
On-Site Meeting: Foss Flats Road (power line)
There being a quorum present, Mr. Shambaugh called the on-site meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. 

Members Present: Rich Benton, Gunnar Berg, Julie Dolan, Janina Lamb, Tim Miner, Frank Paine, and Ben Shambaugh
Members not present: Mike Babcock, Toby Eaton, and Mike Yeager
Public Present at On-Site Meeting on Foss Flats Road: Jon Peaslee –Road Agent, Debi Peaslee, Jim Hambrook, John Penrose, Bud Martin - Selectman
The on-site meeting purpose is to view the trees proposed to be removed by the Highway Department. Mr. Shambaugh stated that he felt the majority of the trees are diseased due to snow plow injury and have no scenic value. Mr. Peaslee added that the tree removal will also free the edge of the road. The Board walked the road noting the tagged trees. It became apparent that someone had removed a number of the tags, but Mr. Peaslee had painted a mark on all 69 trees so the Board was able to view all of the trees proposed for removal. The Board was in agreement that a large pine tree that is splitting is on the property owner’s side of the stone wall and not jurisdictional; Mr. Penrose agreed to have the tree removed when property work is done next. Mr. Peaslee explained that two hemlocks tagged for removal are too close to the road and shade the road in the winter.
There being no further discussion, the meeting was recessed at 7:36 P.M. A public hearing on this Scenic Road Tree Cut application will be heard on August 6, 2015 at 7:00 P.M. at Town Hall.
Mr. Miner resumed the meeting at Town Hall at 7:58 P.M.

Members Present: Rich Benton, Gunnar Berg, Julie Dolan, Janina Lamb, Tim Miner, Frank Paine, and Ben Shambaugh

Members not present: Mike Babcock, Toby Eaton, and Mike Yeager
Public Present: none

Minutes
Mr. Benton moved, seconded by Mr. Paine, to approve the July 2, 2015 meeting minutes as amended.  Motion passed. 
Board Business 
Capital Improvements Program: On a motion by Mr. Paine, with a second by Mr. Benton, Mark Bruneau was appointed to the CIP Committee. Motion passed unanimously.
Scenic Road Tree Cut Administrative Procedures: The Board reviewed and edited the procedures. Mr. Shambaugh moved, seconded by Mr. Benton, to adopt the Scenic Road Tree Cut Administrative Procedures as amended. Motion passed unanimously.

Cell Tower Regulations: The Board had a general discussion of the issues that arose during the AT&T Cell Tower application and the existing regulations:
· Federal Law relative to PWSF (Personal Wireless Service Facilities) including cell towers pre-empts most local regulation. 

· There have been changes to the Federal law that need to be incorporated in the existing ordinance and regulations, which also need to be reviewed for ambiguities and inconsistencies.

· The Federal law includes a very strict time-line which starts when the application is first received. In the AT&T case, the applicant waived the ‘shot clock’ time line.
· Local regulations can’t be written in such a way that they are perceived to be unduly prohibitive or to specify sites to establish a tower.
· The existing ZO stresses that the first approach for locating a tower is to co-locate on existing towers.

· It was felt that the two main companies establishing towers have buildout models to fill gaps in their networks and not to bring cell service to rural communities. It was also noted that it may be unlikely that a cell tower application will be submitted in the near future, although some property owners have received inquiries from Verizon relative to locating towers in the last year or so.

· A brief history of the AT&T application was provided by the 3 members who were on the PB at that time. The objections by abutters and others were mainly the visibility to neighbors and the electromagnet impact on health. The 3 members felt that the dense tree buffer is not clearly defined in the ZO and Site Plan Regulations and that the setback distances created enforcement issues. They also noted that new information was constantly provided by the parties requiring delays in order for a review and response, and agreed that rules should address a time limit for providing information.

· The PB can request that experts review applications at the applicant’s expense, but legal counsel isn’t considered an expert for this purpose. That being said, it was agreed that counsel or someone to provide guidance through the process would be helpful to the Board.
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 PM on a motion by Mrs. Dolan and a second by Mr. Paine.
Scheduled Meetings: August 6, 2015 (regular meeting); August 20, 2015 (second meeting as needed); September 3, 2015 (regular meeting)
Respectfully submitted,

Wendy J. Shambaugh, Secretary
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