Town of Sandwich
Planning Board

Minutes: February 5, 2015
Members Present: Mike Babcock, Rich Benton, Julie Dolan, Janina Lamb, Tim Miner, Frank Paine, and Ben Shambaugh
Members not present:  Gunnar Berg, Toby Eaton, and Mike Yeager
Public Present: 
Mr. Miner called the meeting to order at 7:05 P.M. 
Minutes
Mr. Shambaugh moved, seconded by Mr. Benton, to approve the January 15, 2015 meeting minutes as presented and to waive the reading of the minutes. Motion passed. 
Board Business 
Zoning Amendments: Ms. Huff reported that the final ballot language approved by the Planning Board had been forwarded to the Town Clerk and Selectmen’s Office. 

Town Meetings: It was noted that the Budget Hearing is scheduled for Monday, February 9, 2015 at 7:00. The voting session of Town Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, March 10, 2015 with the deliberative session to take place on Wednesday, March 11, 2015 at 7:00 PM at Sandwich Central School.

Private Roads: Mr. Miner noted receipt of Town Counsel’s opinion that the relocation of a private road relative to Mr. Hambrook’s query at the last meeting did not fall under Planning Board or Board of Selectmen jurisdiction.

Proposed Bills by the House & Senate: Ms. Huff briefly reviewed several bills related to Planning Boards before the House & Senate:

· A bill to require towns to elect Planning & Zoning Board members. Towns currently have an option to either elect or appoint these boards. Several members felt it was difficult enough to find townspeople willing to serve on boards without the added impact of an election. Appointing members allows for an interview process with the Board of Selectmen to review the duties of board members. Mrs. Dolan referred to the negative comments of the Planning Board by the Historic District Commission in their November minutes which she found insulting and unfounded.
· SB 146 which establishes requirements for local regulation of accessory dwelling units. The Board found it satisfying that the reasons for establishing ADUs was very similar to the PB’s purpose for its proposed zoning amendment for Accessory Apartments.

· SB175 which authorizes municipalities to enact ordinances that address blighted properties. As the PB discovered during its research to address unsightly properties, this proposed bill does not provide a definition for a blighted property, which could result in subjective application.
· HB285 would provide that consultation with legal counsel could include review and discussion of legal correspondence without the attorney present. NHMA supports this bill.

· A bill that would require consultation with legal counsel, currently not considered a meeting, to post after the consultation the time it began and ended and who was in attendance. NHMA is opposing this bill.

· A bill to require the posting of a meeting 72 hours prior to the meeting rather than the 24 hour posting now required. It allows requires posting of an agenda 72 hours prior to the meeting; there is currently no statute to have or post an agenda.

2015 Agenda Goals: The Planning Board discussed a number of topics that might be addressed during 2015 if time allows.

· Road Regulations – Mr. Shambaugh initiated discussion of a process that might be used, with input from other members. It was agreed that members should review the existing road requirements contained in the ZO, Subdivision Regulations, and Site Plan Regulations.  Additional information relative to roads could be provided after members have a general understanding of the existing requirements. Everyone agreed that dedicating a meeting to this topic only would help focus the members. It was also agreed that having a discussion with Jon Peaslee, Road Agent, and Jim Hambrook would be helpful.
· Cell Towers – the ZO and Site Plan regulations should be brought into compliance with Federal regulations. The PB some years ago listed sections of the existing requirements they felt should be addressed; this list will be reviewed.

· Campground ZO – during the consultation with Roger Sorlien in 2014, the PB became aware that this ordinance should be clarified and brought into compliance with state regulations.

· PB Rules of Procedures – the existing Rules are many years old and should be replaced with modifications to the OEP sample Rules for PBs.

· Wind Towers – clarification of the PB jurisdiction should be reviewed with Counsel

· Excavation Regulations – the existing regulations should be coordinated with the sample regulations provided by Mary Pinkham Langer, State Gravel Appraiser, to bring them into current compliance with the state.

· Photovoltaic Farms – Mr. Shambaugh raised this topic as it is his personal opinion that conversion of rural residential or farm land should be considered to be an industrial use that should be regulated. There was brief discussion of the topic.

· Soil based septic system regulations – Several members felt the setbacks based on use should be converted to soil based setbacks for prevention of pollution to wetlands and water bodies. The newer, more compact septic systems are much improved and can be placed much closer to water bodies than old style systems in achieving groundwater protection. Mr. Miner noted that zoning can be considered to be a taking and reducing setbacks based on science would allow greater use of a property. Mr. Benton stated that the State has changed their regulations to allow lesser setbacks than the town. The ZBA grants many variances to allow septic systems to be placed within the town setbacks.
· Master Plan – Possible review of some of the chapters to determine if changes should occur.

After further brief discussion, it was agreed to cancel the 02/19/15 meeting. Members will review road ordinances and regulations for a discussion at the 03/05/15 meeting. Additional road information from the ‘Hard Road to Travel’ and other publications will be provided to members. Mr. Peaslee and Mr. Hambrook will be invited to the 03/19/15 meeting. If time allows, draft Rules of Procedure will be discussed at the 04/02/15 meeting. After a brief mention by Mr. Shambaugh, Mr. Miner suggested that he could address a comprehensive method of dealing with definitions in the ZO and Regulations at the 04/16/15 meeting.
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 8:43 PM on a motion by Ms. Lamb, with a second by Mr. Paine.
Scheduled Meetings: March 5, 2015 (regular meeting); March 19, 2015 (second meeting dedicated to reviewing the town’s road regulations); April 2, 2015 (regular meeting)
Respectfully submitted,

Wendy J. Huff, Secretary
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