Town of Sandwich
Planning Board

Minutes: January 15, 2015
Members Present: Mike Babcock, Rich Benton, Gunnar Berg, Julie Dolan, Janina Lamb, Tim Miner, Frank Paine, and Ben Shambaugh
Members not present: Toby Eaton and Mike Yeager
Public Present: Rebecca Sykes and Jim Hambrook
Mr. Miner called the meeting to order at 7:05 P.M. 
Public Hearing on Proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendments:

Add Amendment: Amend Article III, General Provisions Applicable to All Districts, 150-13, C Setbacks - replace “Principal Structures and Accessory Dwellings” with “Principal Structures and Bunkhouse / Sleeping Cabin

Amend Proposed Language: Article XVIII Village Zoning District General Provisions, 150-127 Setbacks, C  – replace “Accessory Dwellings” with “Bunkhouse / Sleeping Cabin
The public hearing was opened on a motion by Mr. Babcock, with a second by Mr. Benton.
Mr. Miner explained that after the first public hearing on January 6, 2015, the Planning Board determined that a second public hearing was required for the changes made to the proposed language. Mr. Shambaugh noted that this hearing was primarily for the two changes that were made. It was clarified that if Amendment #1 passes, any reference to Accessory Dwelling would be replaced with ‘Bunkhouse / Sleeping Cabin’ and that the specific language noted for this public hearing was to clarify that the setbacks for a Bunkhouse / Sleeping Cabin were the same as the setbacks for a Dwelling. 

Ms. Sykes had no specific comments or questions at this time and the offer was made to suspend the hearing until later in the meeting so she could review the proposed language. The public hearing was suspended on a motion by Mr. Shambaugh, with a second by Mr. Benton.
Minutes
Mr. Benton moved, seconded by Mr. Shambaugh, to approve the January 6, 2015 meeting minutes as corrected and to waive the reading of the minutes. Motion passed. 
Board Business 
Private Roads: Mr. Hambrook explained that he has two clients who are interested in relocating a portion of a private road to make their properties more functional and he was inquiring as to whether the PB had jurisdiction over road relocations. The road is a pre-zoning private road, approximately 12’ – 15’ wide, owned by the property owners with public rights to pass over the road. There are no rights-of-way to the road and the relocation would not involve a subdivision or boundary line adjustment as a Planning Board approved private road would. The owners intend to consult an engineer to design the relocation of approximately 1000’ of the road properly and all applicable applications such as Steep Slopes or DES Alteration of Terrain will be submitted. The relocation would potentially move this section of the road out of the State 250’ Shoreland District. There will be no changes to any other part of the road and the proposed location does not abut another road. After further brief discussion, it was agreed to consult with Town Counsel, as the Board of Selectmen may be the jurisdictional authority for laying out a road in this type of situation.
Mr. Miner noted that the PB will be considering changes to the Subdivision Regulations to the road standards sections to provide options for road design requirements, especially on small ‘country lane’ roads. Mr. Hambrook indicated he would be willing to be part of the discussion and would do some research for the board. The board noted the difficulty of establishing a threshold for when a road needs to be in full compliance with the town’s current road standards. Mr. Hambrook suggested that Mr. Peaslee, Road Agent, be a part of these discussions. He also noted that the current maximum grade of 8% seems too stringent, using the Berkowitz development as an example. 

Public Hearing on Proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendments (continued)
The public hearing was resumed on a motion by Mr. Shambaugh and a second by Mr. Benton. Ms. Sykes had no specific questions. Mr. Miner noted that an informed public is desired by the PB when voting on amendments and encouraged her and the public to attend meetings for more information on the proposed language as needed. Mr. Shambaugh moved, seconded by Mr. Benton, to close the public hearing. Motion passed.

Mr. Shambaugh moved, seconded by Mr. Benton, to approve the language for the proposed amendments as amended and to place the amendments on the 2015 Ballot. Motion passed unanimously.

Board Business (continued)

Board Procedures and Matters - General discussion ensued:

· A brief overview of the Porter Right-to-Know lawsuit and the recent request for PB documents and PB member emails was provided by Ms. Huff.

· It was clarified that it was acceptable for a member to contact Ms. Huff relative to procedural issues relative to regular PB business. Substantive matters should be addressed by the board at a public meeting.

· The board again reviewed email communications: except in a few instances, such as arranging for meeting dates, there should be no communication among members by email. Email communication from Ms. Huff to the board for the purpose of disseminating minutes or other PB documents is allowed.
· Minutes are required to be accessible to the public within 5 business days of the meeting. The statute makes no distinction between draft minutes and approved minutes. The PB can only make changes to the minutes at a public meeting. The draft minutes are the secretary’s minutes until approved; individual members may not make changes to them prior to being posted. While the concern that the public only reads the draft minutes and rarely goes back to look at the approved minutes was acknowledged, it was agreed that a board which meets monthly has limited ability to do other than the current method.

· Scenic Road Tree Cuts are noticed in the paper and at town hall. There is no requirement to individually notify each property owner who might be affected. Utilities typically notify each property owner in a utility cut, and in the recent town cuts, Mr. Peaslee personally notified every landowner.

· There was general discussion about putting public notices and meeting dates on the Sandwich Board. It was agreed that making the public aware of issues was a benefit. Some members cautioned that ensuing Sandwich Board discussion sometimes contained incorrect information or opinions which the PB or town could not respond to except at a public meeting. It was also noted that official postings should include all town departments and not omit any; this might then become another job for town staff already over-burdened with other jobs. The board felt that a policy by the Selectmen would be needed to post town information on the Sandwich Board.
Budget: The 2014 budget figures were reviewed. The Board agreed to request an additional $300 in the budget for 2015.
Adjournment: It was agreed to review 2015 goals and agenda for the PB at the next meeting. The meeting was adjourned at 9:14 PM on a motion by Mrs. Dolan, with a second by Mr. Paine.
Scheduled Meetings: February 5, 2015 (regular meeting); February 19, 2015 (second meeting as needed); March 5, 2015 (regular meeting)
Respectfully submitted,

Wendy J. Huff, Secretary
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