Town of Sandwich
Planning Board

Minutes: September 25, 2014
Members Present: Mike Babcock, Rich Benton, Gunnar Berg, Julie Dolan, Tim Miner, Frank Paine, Ben Shambaugh, and Mike Yeager
Members not present: Toby Eaton and Janina Lamb
Public Present: Jon Peaslee – Road Agent, Bob Streeter – Highway Crew
The on-site meeting for a Scenic Road Tree Cut review along Wing Road was opened at 5:00 P.M. The Board reviewed the trees proposed to be cut with Mr. Peaslee. General comments:
· Mr. Peaslee contacted each affected property owner who had all given prior approval for the cut.

· Mr. Peaslee stated that many trees needed to be removed to provide a ditch line, primarily along the north side of the road, for drainage to avoid water streaming over the road and freezing. He also noted that trees in some areas create a narrow passage along the road and obstruct plowing efficiently with the wing truck. In addition, the road sight line in some places is obstructed by various trees.

· Questions were raised relative to plowing the upper section of Wing Road, which is a seasonal road and not traditionally plowed. There are two residences beyond the sign. Mr. Peaslee noted that when he was a private contractor, he plowed through, creating a path. Mrs. Dolan questioned the additional cost of plowing and maintaining the road if it is truly a seasonal road. The Board agreed to discuss this issue at the public hearing on October 2.
· There was extensive discussion relative to the philosophy for removing trees and the mandate for Planning Board oversight by town meeting and from the public. While there was general support for the Road Agent’s proposed tree cut project it was noted that this type of road cut has not always been received favorably by the public in the past. It was agreed that ‘scenic’ is subjective and that public opinions may have changed over the years. Mr. Peaslee pointed out that the traffic on Wing Road has increased greatly in recent years. The Board agreed that this proposed cut and public response, or the lack thereof, will provide guidance to criteria for future scenic road tree cuts.
Specific trees reviewed: #17, #22, #90, #91, #108, #158
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at ? P.M.
Scheduled Meetings: October 2, 2014 (regular meeting); October 16, 2014 (second informational meeting for Proposed Village District); October 25, 2014 (gravel pit site inspections); November 6, 2014 (regular meeting)
Respectfully submitted,

Wendy J. Huff, Secretary
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