Town of Sandwich
Planning Board

Minutes: June 5, 2014
Members Present: Mike Babcock, Rich Benton, Gunnar Berg, Julie Dolan, Toby Eaton, Janina Lamb, Tim Miner, Frank Paine, and Ben Shambaugh
Members not present: Mike Yeager
Public Present: Jim Hambrook – Hambrook Land Surveying, Robert Berner – PSNH Arborist, Peter Hoag, Roger Plimmer
Mr. Miner called the meeting to order at 7:02 P.M. 
Approval of Minutes
Mrs. Dolan moved, seconded by Mr. Babcock, to approve the May 1, 2014 meeting minutes as presented and to waive the reading of the minutes. Motion passed.
New Applications: 

Case 2014-01: Public Service of New Hampshire

Request for Scenic Road Tree Cut - The proposed utility maintenance tree cut occurs on the following roads: Maple Ridge, Wing, Bennett, Fellows Hill, Currier, Durgin Bridge, Quaker Whiteface, and Brown Hill. Trees proposed to be trimmed are marked with a blue checkered flag; trees proposed to be removed are marked with a blue checkered flag and an orange flag.
Mr. Shambaugh moved, seconded by Mr. Benton, to open the public hearing. Motion passed. Mr. Miner reported that board members made individual site inspections of the proposed list of trees to be cut or trimmed. Mr. Berner noted the parameters for tree removal and trimming on town jurisdictional roads. Property owners were notified of the proposed maintenance several months ago and PSNH has heard from one property owner on Fellows Hill Road. Mr. Berner stated that the tree in question will not be removed until he has obtained the property owner’s permission. Asplundh will be doing the work in June and July. There was general discussion relative to how utility line inspections and maintenance cuts are conducted. Most PB members agreed that it appeared that many more trees should be cut as they appeared to be dead or dying and a hazard to the utility line. Mr. Berner explained that there is a limited budget and the most dangerous trees are chosen for removal or trimming.
Several trees on the list were reviewed as follows:

· A maple on Maple Ridge Road and a beech on Wing Road may not be jurisdictional; Mr. Berner will review and follow-up with homeowners as needed

· An oak on Currier Lane: Mr. Benton questioned whether the washout would undermine the tree. Mr. Hoag stated the tree was on his property and he, as an arborist, did not feel the tree would fail. Mr. Berner agreed to take the tree off the list.

· A maple on Currier Lane: Mr. Berner will talk with the property owner as their sign is on the tree.

· A maple on Fellows Hill Road: Mr. Hoag cited his experience as an arborist that it probably doesn’t need to be removed, since in his opinion, large trees generally don’t fail just because they are large; maples have good recuperative powers even with damage to large limbs. Mr. Berner stated again that he will discuss the tree with the property owner.
· Quaker Whiteface Road: Mr. Berner will review the trees slated for removal which have Lady’s Slippers surrounding the trees; care will be taken during removal.

There was a brief explanation of the RSA relative to tree cuts on roads designated as scenic. The public hearing was closed on a motion by Mr. Benton and a second by Mr. Eaton. Mr. Benton moved, seconded by Mr. Shambaugh, to approve the Scenic Road Tree Cut for a PSNH line maintenance cut on Maple Ridge Road, Wing Road, Bennett Street, Fellows Hill Road, Currier Lane, Durgin Bridge Road, Quaker Whiteface Road, and Brown Hill Road with the following exception: The oak on Currier Lane (reference point 734/3 -4). Motion passed.
Mr. Shambaugh noted that there are a number of trees on state roads that are not within the PB jurisdiction that appear to be a hazard to the utility lines. Mr. Berner provided a general overview of the types of utility maintenance.

Case #2014-02: Estate of Charles W. Hargens, III and William Purves & Theodore Purves
Request for Boundary Line Adjustment Review for property located at 32 Squirrel Bridge Road, Tax Map R5 Lot 38, Rural Residential District and 16 Squirrel Bridge Road, Tax Map R5 Lot 37, Rural Residential District. Applicants propose a 0.05 acre boundary adjustment.
Staffers: Berg and Dolan
Voting members: Babcock, Benton, Eaton, Lamb, Miner, and Shambaugh

Mr. Berg and Mrs. Dolan noted their difficulty in reviewing the application and uncertainty about items that were either not applicable or needed a waiver. They did feel that there was enough information to accept the application. Mr. Shambaugh moved, seconded by Mr. Benton, to accept the application for consideration. Motion passed.

Discussion on the application ensued. Several members explained that the checklist was not meant to be a comprehensive list for review, but rather a guideline to the regulations to determine if the application conforms to the requirements of those regulations. Although this boundary line request seems trivial, Mr. Miner pointed out that the PB has a legal responsibility when reviewing applications and care needs to be taken when making a decision on an application. Ms. Lamb questioned the need for the boundary line adjustment; Mr. Miner explained this was not in the PB’s jurisdiction. Mr. Hambrook, agent for the applicants, felt the applicants would not object to providing the information, and explained that Mr. Hargens inherited the property and was always of the opinion that the property line was incorrect. Mr. Hambrook stated there were no easements on the property. He provided a waiver request for waivers from Subdivision Regulations, section 170-5 C, D, F, H, I, J. Section 170-42 also applies.
The public hearing was closed on a motion by Mr. Shambaugh, with a second by Mr. Benton. Mr. Shambaugh moved, seconded by Mr. Benton, to approve the Boundary Line Adjustment Application submitted by the Estate of Charles W. Hargens, III and William Purves & Theodore Purves for property located at 32 Squirrel Bridge Road, Tax Map R5 Lot 38, Rural Residential District and 16 Squirrel Bridge Road, Tax Map R5 Lot 37, Rural Residential District as presented on the plans dated 05/12/14 and to waive sections 170-5 C, D, F, H, I, J. and 170-42 of the Subdivision Regulations. Motion passed unanimously.

It was noted that the Berkowitz bond has been posted.

Board Business 
Capital Improvements Committee – 2014 Committee and Organization: Mr. Eaton reported that he, Elaine Peaslee, Bryan Peaslee, and Mike Babcock have agreed to serve for 2014. Mr. Paine volunteered to serve on the committee. Mr. Benton moved, seconded by Mr. Shambaugh, to appoint the slate as presented and advertise for several more members. Motion passed with Mr. Babcock abstaining. Mr. Eaton plans to start next week with meetings. 
Village Zoning District: After general discussion relative to the process for presenting the village zoning district to the public, it was agreed to review the language and develop a ‘finished’ draft before discussing the public presentation of the proposed district. Discussion ensued relative to Accessory Dwelling Units (commonly called mother-in-law apartments or granny flats) and whether to include them in the Village Zoning District. Mr. Shambaugh felt that including them in the VZD language would have a negative impact on getting the proposed district adopted. Other members felt strongly that if the PB believed ADUs were a good idea, they should be addressed with the proposed VZD. Draft language would be provided for the next meeting. It was noted that language for ADUs should apply to the whole town and not just to the VZD. Mr. Plimmer stated that Master Plan discussions and survey respondents were in favor of ADUs.
The 2014-06-05 Draft was reviewed as follows:

· Definitions (150-5): It was agreed to keep them relatively vague to allow for inclusion of all types of retail and professional office uses.
· District designation (150-6): Use language to identify zoning and overlay districts

· Zoning Map (150-9): Provide clear description of district

· 150-105: Use meteorological tower rather than met tower and provide definition

· 150-123: The purpose statement will be inserted here
· 150-124: It was agreed to review Table 1 prior to removing language in section A referring to the Table.

· 150-124 (6), (7), and (8): to be reviewed at next meeting; items to discuss include storm water protection and exceptions for municipal parking

· 150-127: Mr. Benton will review examples of existing setback distances from the center line of the road 

Mr. Miner explained the public hearing process, but it was noted that informational meetings with the general public and specific organizations could be held prior to a public hearing on actual language. Everyone agreed that that it was important to have an easy to understand narrative of the proposed changes, as well as having the actual amendment language. Mr. Plimmer felt that the purpose statement needed work but that he is in favor of the proposed district. It was also noted that a village zoning district has been discussed for many years by the PB and the recent Master Plan discussions and action items re-emphasized the issue.
The next meeting will be June 19, 2014. Ms. Huff reminded the Board that Dan Peaslee and Peter Pohl will attend for the discussion relative to shared parking. Ms. Huff reported that the Board of Selectmen approved the PB proposed fee schedule for applications.
Correspondence: Noted but not reviewed:
Loon Rock Harris LLC & Webster Land Corporation – Easement Plan as required pursuant to RSA 676:18, IV
DES Wetlands Application: Aulet, Tax Map R20 Lot 9, Squam Lake Road for beach sand replenishment and expansion of existing dock 

LRPC Annual Meeting: Invitation to attend the dinner with keynote speaker Jeff Rose, DRED 
Commissioner

Adjournment: Mr. Eaton moved, seconded by Mr. Paine, to adjourn the meeting at 10:15 P.M. Motion passed.

Scheduled Meetings: June 19, 2014 (second meeting as needed); July 2, 2014 (regular meeting – note change of meeting night); July 19, 2014 (second meeting as needed)
Respectfully submitted,

Wendy J. Huff, Secretary

Minutes Approved: not yet approved
Corrections: 
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