Town of Sandwich
Planning Board

Minutes: May 1, 2014
Members Present: Mike Babcock, Rich Benton, Gunnar Berg, Julie Dolan, Frank Paine, Ben Shambaugh, and Mike Yeager
Members not present: Toby Eaton, Janina Lamb, and Tim Miner
Public Present: Dan Peaslee – Sandwich Fair Association & Federated Church
Mr. Babcock called the meeting to order at 7:05 P.M. 
Approval of Minutes
Mr. Paine moved, seconded by Mr. Shambaugh, to approve the April 17, 2014 meeting minutes as presented and to waive the reading of the minutes. Motion passed.
Board Business 
Village Parking: Mr. Babcock reviewed the residential and commercial parking issues, for owners, visitors, and customers, currently being discussed in conjunction with the proposed Village Zoning District (VZD). The Planning Board has considered requesting the authorized use of areas owned by the Sandwich Fair Association (SFA), the Federated Churches, and the Quimby Trust, resulting in an invitation to those organizations to discuss the potentials of shared parking areas. 
Mr. Peaslee was present to discuss the two church lots and the SFA lot on Maple Street across from the Grange Hall. He stated that the SFA is responsive to the town parking needs and is pleased to see their properties used by the town for a variety of activities. An agreement covering liability insurance, damage repair, and potential annual maintenance would be required. Mr. Shambaugh noted that the PB had discussed the possibility of placing unobtrusive signage; Mr. Peaslee felt that would be acceptable. Speaking as a Church Trustee, Mr. Peaslee indicated that their concern is shared use when a church activity is scheduled in addition to the liability of using the property. It was discussed that covers could be put over any signs when being used by organizations owning the lots. Mr. Yeager inquired if some minimal grading should be done by the town; Mr. Peaslee felt that the SFA would be willing to do any work required to make the areas safe. It was agreed that any arrangement would need to be a written document reviewed by Town Counsel and reviewed and renewed annually by the Board of Selectmen. Mr. Peaslee will discuss the proposals further with both his boards for further discussion with the PB. Mr. Peaslee stated that personally, he would like to see the village re-vitalized, as it was when he was younger and the center was ‘the place to be.’
Mr. Yeager reported that he had contacted the State DOT to inquire about the possibility of creating actual parking spaces along Main Street between the Corner House and the Methodist Meeting House and in places along Skinner Street. The project would need state approval, property owner approval, and re-location of utility poles. This could make the road safer, moving the existing parking off the main road and help slow traffic.

PSNH Scenic Road Tree Cut: The list of trees proposed for trimming and removal for the PSNH maintenance work was distributed and removed. A date for the site visit has been tentatively set for May 31. Mr. Shambaugh proposed that there be no site visit. He felt it would be more expedient for each member to review the roads and inspect the trees and discuss any issues at the public hearing scheduled for June 5. He further noted that while some Tree Cut applications should have a site visit, in particular placement of new utility poles, a maintenance cut, due to the extent of the roads involved and specific nature of removing dead trees, did not require a site visit. The Board agreed to view the trees individually and provide a list of any questions relative to specific trees to Ms. Huff one week prior to the June 5 public hearing for review by Mr. Berner, PSNH arborist. It was noted that an experienced member could team with a newer member, but no more than three members should do the tree review at one time. The Board also agreed that if there were questions about the health of a tree contrary to Mr. Berner’s opinion, the Board, at the public hearing, could request a review and opinion, perhaps by Peter Pohl or Peter Hoag. 
Village Zoning District: Mr. Berg reported that he, Ms. Graham, and Mr. Hambrook attended training on Quantum GIS Open Source software. It is based on town tax maps and aerial maps and can contain layers such as wetlands. The PB agreed that the GIS capability would be good for planning purposes but not for individuals. It will be available on the town public computer to town employees and committees only.
A discussion of permitted uses, uses allowed by special exception, and prohibited uses ensued:

· The PB agreed that the uses allowed by special exception as currently listed would remain the same. 

· Conversions of residential properties to mixed use or commercial use and respite centers would be added to the list of uses allowed by special exception.

· It was clarified that a multi-residential unit of more than two units requires a site plan review.

· After discussion, the PB agreed to not add sawmill, or other potentially industrial business operations to the prohibited list. Those types of enterprises, if not listed, would have oversight through site plan review and a zoning board variance.

· Definitions for retail and professional offices will be added which will allow for a variety of enterprises without having to list specifics within districts. It was agreed that a winery,  micro-brewery, and ice cream shop, etc.,  could fit under a retail definition.

· New technology has made commercial cable TV towers and cell towers virtually the same. A cable TV tower, currently listed as prohibited in the VZD, could be requested via the variance process. It was agreed to leave this as is for now, but review it when zoning language for cell towers is reviewed.
Correspondence: none
Adjournment: Mr. Babcock moved, seconded by Mr. Yeager, to adjourn the meeting at 8:29 P.M. Motion passed.

Scheduled Meetings: June 5, 2014 (regular meeting); June 19, 2014 (second meeting as needed)
Respectfully submitted,

Wendy J. Huff, Secretary
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