Town of Sandwich
Planning Board

Minutes: March 20, 2014
Members Present: Mike Babcock, Rich Benton, Janina Lamb, Tim Miner, Frank Paine, Ben Shambaugh, and Mike Yeager
Members not present: Gunnar Berg, Julie Dolan, and Toby Eaton 
Public Present: none
Mr. Miner called the meeting to order at 7:08 P.M. 
Approval of Minutes
Mr. Benton moved, seconded by Mr. Shambaugh, to approve the March 6, 2014 meeting minutes as amended and to waive the reading of the minutes. Motion passed.
Board Business 
Zoning Amendments: A few members and the Board of Selectmen received comments that there had not been enough publicity about the purpose of the proposed changes, which made voting difficult. The Board discussed the statutory procedure currently used for advertising zoning amendments. It was agreed to publicize the amendments on the Sandwich Board and to provide copies of the ‘before and after’ language, which also contains the explanation for the proposed change, at the North Sandwich Store in addition to Town Hall and the Library. It was suggested to add the reason for amendment changes in the Town Report section listing the explanation for the warrant articles. The Board noted that some responsibility for becoming informed falls upon the public.
Village Zoning District: Ms. Lamb reported a call concerned about the Board’s discussion for changes, especially as they relate to expansion and jurisdiction of the Historic District. Mr. Yeager provided information about the existing capacity of the sewer system, the number of current users, and the number of un-utilized hook-ups. It was agreed that a map of the sewer district defining that information would be useful. Ms. Huff will contact Mr. Hambrook to obtain a map. Mr. Miner suggested that using low-flow toilets could impact the capacity.
Boundaries: The Board reviewed the Village map. There was discussion relative to methods to encourage new development as a result of lot subdivision to be near the road in keeping with the village atmosphere. 

Mr. Shambaugh moved, seconded by Mr. Babcock, to define the Village Zoning District by the following boundaries: Elm Hill Road, the cemetery on Wentworth Hill Road, Great Rock Road, Creamery Brook, and Mt. Israel Road. These boundaries outlined an area with roads that are reasonably level for walking and relatively close to the center of town. The area outside the historic district allows for a buffer zone as suggested by the Master Plan. Mr. Benton pointed out that the location of houses in the proposed area outside of the historic district are close to the road, similar to the center village. Motion passed.

Discussion ensued again about methods to regulate development close to the road while preserving vistas. Mr. Shambaugh suggested that market forces may be self-regulating.

A draft of the Village Zoning District language will be provided for review at the next meeting. Upon finalization of the draft, a public hearing will be scheduled. Ms. Huff will ask Mr. Hambrook if he can provide a map of the proposed area. 
PSNH Scenic Tree Cut: Ms. Huff reported that Mr. Berner, the PSNH representative, would like to have the public hearing for the application at the May meeting. April 26, 2014 was suggested as the date for the site visit. Ms. Huff will contact Mr. Berner to determine if he can provide the proposed tree list for public noticing.
Correspondence: (received but not reviewed by the Board)
1. Wetlands Permit approval: NHDOT, bridge on Route 113

2. Shoreland Permit approval: Aulet, Squam Lake Road

3. Wetlands application: Kimball for bridge crossings on woods roads
Adjournment: Mr. Babcock moved, seconded by Mr. Benton, to adjourn the meeting at 9:18 P.M. Motion passed.

Scheduled Meetings: April 3, 2014 (regular meeting); April 17, 2014 (second meeting as needed); May 1, 2014 (regular meeting)
Respectfully submitted,

Wendy J. Huff, Secretary

Minutes Approved: not yet approved
Corrections: 

1. Page 1, Board Business, Village Zoning District: Ms. Lamb reported a call concerned about the Board’s discussion for changes, The Board discussed local concerns, especially as they relate to expansion and jurisdiction of the Historic District.
2. Page 1, Board Business, Village Zoning District: Mr. Miner suggested that using low-flow toilets plumbing fixtures could impact the capacity.
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