Town of Sandwich
Planning Board

Minutes: March 6, 2014
Members Present: Mike Babcock, Rich Benton, Gunnar Berg, Julie Dolan, Toby Eaton, Janina Lamb, Tim Miner, Frank Paine, and Ben Shambaugh
Members not present: Mike Yeager 
Public Present: Mike Izzard – LRPC, Roger Sorlien
Mr. Miner called the meeting to order at 7:05 P.M. 
Approval of Minutes
Mr. Benton moved, seconded by Mr. Shambaugh, to approve the February 20, 2014 meeting minutes as presented and to waive the reading of the minutes. Motion passed with Mr. Eaton abstaining.
Presentation: Mr. Izzard was present to reach out to towns for representatives to participate on an Advisory Committee to develop and update the Corridor Management Plan. The following information was provided and discussed:

· The National Scenic Byway Program is a federally funded program acknowledged by NH in the 70s. The Lakes Region Tour Scenic Byway was adopted by NH in 1994. This byway loops around Lake Winnipesaukee, with branches going through Sandwich and Tamworth on Route 25 and Holderness and Ashland on Route 175. 
· Five communities have professional planning staff participating on the Committee. Ashland, Holderness, Moultonboro, and Ossipee have chosen not to participate at this time due to timing and lack of volunteers. Moultonboro also expressed concern that businesses not on the scenic byway would not be represented.

· Implementation funding will be sought through LCHIP grants, the NH Historical Society, local Chambers of Commerce, with some towns providing signage and kiosks.

· The Committee members will assist with documentation of scenic views and other historical and natural resources, identify recreational opportunities, and develop marketing goals. The Committee could work with local businesses as part of the marketing goals.
· Meetings would start in late March 2014, finishing in April 2015, working with assistance from LRPC to implement the plan.

· Route 113 was not identified as part of the byway but the Committee could recommend inclusion of other routes. There are several other byways in the state.

Mr. Izzard was thanked for his time and presentation.

New Applications:

Consultation: Roger & Susan Sorlien, Tax Map R5 Lot 23, 352 Chase Road; discussion relative to recreational camping area regulations.

Mr. Miner cautioned the Board that this was a consultation and not an application and the discussion should not focus on a specific project.

Mr. Sorlien stated that his lot is comprised of approximately 140 acres, all of which is in Current Use except his house and driveway. One hundred acres is in Conservation Easement, none of which will be impacted by any improvements. There are approximately 6 – 7 K of ski trails on the remaining forty acres and he is considering adding sleeping cabins for rental use by skiers for overnight accommodations. The simple wood cabins with a wood stove would contain sleeping facilities only; port-a-potties or outhouse and potable water would be provided. The Board reviewed the ZO, Site Plan Regulations, and State Campground RSAs with Mr. Sorlien:
· Rental of the cabins would be considered a commercial use requiring Site Plan Review.

· Article VII of the ZO governs ‘organized campgrounds’ which consist of fifteen or more camp sites. It seemed clear to all that two or more camp sites requires compliance with the State RSAs. 

· Any improvement to land in Current Use would require removal of that acreage with a corresponding Land Use Change Tax. Improvements would consist of the cabins, driveway and maintenance access to the area, and location of port-a-potties or outhouses. It was noted that a resident could provide the current use withdrawal information and documents without necessitating a formal survey.

· Discussion of 150-7 A (6) ensued, with the Board divided on whether a campground would be considered a recreational use and therefore an allowed use. In lieu of an allowed use, a special exception for the campground would be needed. 

· The Board considered whether sleeping cabins could be considered an accessory dwelling. Some members felt that there is a distinction in the use:  residential use versus commercial use. Because these cabins would clearly be for commercial use, they could not be considered an accessory dwelling. Others felt that there is nothing in the language that indicates the cabins must be used by family members to qualify as an accessory dwelling.
Mr. Sorlien was advised to contact the State to determine what permits and approvals he would need prior to applying for a building permit with the town. The building permit application would trigger the need to submit a Site Plan Application and possibly a Special Exception Application. The Board provided a brief overview of the site plan review process, including the waiver process.

Board Business 
LRPC / Scenic Byway representative: Mr. Shambaugh moved, seconded by Mrs. Dolan, to decline to appoint a representative to the Advisory Committee. Mr. Shambaugh and Mr. Eaton stated that the small portion of Route 25 going through Sandwich, as outlined on the Scenic Tour, has very little relevance to the overall goal of identifying special features. The Board agreed that cultural and historic features and scenic vistas were within the town, and while the Committee might possibly discuss inclusion, it was not a part of the current plan. The Board voted to approved the motion unanimously. Ms. Huff will draft a letter for review and approval by the Chair.

Village Parking: The Board agreed to wait another few weeks before sending a follow-up letter to the Church, SFA, and Quimby Trustees relative to shared parking opportunities.

Village Zoning District: The Board briefly reviewed the task list:
· Wood Boilers and Small Wind Energy Systems: although the technology is changing for both, the Board was in some agreement that these should not be permitted in the proposed VZD. 

· A definition for temporary should be included in the ZO noting that all temporary structures need to meet structure setbacks.
· The existing uses were reviewed with no changes at this time.

The Board agreed to discuss and determine the boundaries of the VZD at the next meeting.
Road Regulations: Postponed to the next meeting.
Reports: none
Correspondence: none
Adjournment: Mr. Paine moved, seconded by Mr. Eaton, to adjourn the meeting at 9:15 P.M. Motion passed.

Scheduled Meetings: March 20, 2014 (second meeting); April 3, 2014 (regular meeting); April 17, 2014 (second meeting as needed)
Respectfully submitted,

Wendy J. Huff, Secretary

Minutes Approved: not yet approved
Corrections: 
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