Town of Sandwich
Planning Board

Minutes: February 20, 2014
Members Present: Mike Babcock, Rich Benton, Julie Dolan, Janina Lamb, Frank Paine, Ben Shambaugh, and Mike Yeager
Members not present: Gunnar Berg, Toby Eaton, and Tim Miner
Public Present: 
Mr. Babcock called the meeting to order at 7:09 P.M. Mrs. Dolan and Mr. Paine were raised to voting status.
Approval of Minutes
Mr. Shambaugh moved, seconded by Ms. Lamb, to approve the February 6, 2014 regular meeting minutes as amended and to waive the reading of the minutes. Motion passed. 
Board Business 
Village Zoning District: Using the task list for items not yet discussed, the Board discussed the types of uses that could be permitted, prohibited, and permitted by special exception.
· Multi-use: The members agreed that use of structures for multi-use was beneficial to the Village. This type of use would consist of residential and lighter commercial use, with the residential use not necessarily occupied by the property owner. 

· The definition for multi-unit and Article V of the Zoning Ordinance were reviewed. It was noticed that there is currently no mention of multi-use, either allowed or prohibited in the ZO. Home Occupations are allowed, but only if the property owner is living in the dwelling.
· Multi-use would require site plan review per the Zoning Ordinance.
· Site plan review focuses on the physical characteristics of a commercial use; special exception review focuses on the appropriateness of the use for the neighborhood. Both Boards, PB & ZBA, can attach conditions to any approval. It was agreed that coordination of review of an application requiring both a site plan and special exception would be important.

· The Board discussed whether accessory dwelling units (ADU), commonly called Mother-In-Law Apartments would be allowed. The general consensus was to include ADUs.

· It was acknowledged that the use of the sewer system could restrict expanded uses until expansion of the sewer system was resolved. However, the Board felt that Village Zoning discussion should not be delayed until the sewer system can be updated.

· Mr. Benton expressed concern that the current well setbacks from a septic system would be unachievable with the proposed one acre lots and 80’ road frontage. Mr. Shambaugh suggested allowing the state setbacks via special exception, which would provide additional oversight. Subdivision of small lots would need to meet septic and well setbacks and obtain state subdivision approval from DES.

· Uses allowed, prohibited, and allowed by special exception are contained in various areas of the ZO and were briefly discussed. Ms. Huff will provide a composite list of those uses for review by the Board at the next meeting.

· Parking requirements in the Site Plan Regulations were briefly reviewed. The Board agreed that an applicant applying for a commercial use should have the burden of demonstrating why a waiver to the parking requirements should be allowed.
Village Parking: As there has been no response to the letter sent to potential shared parking partners, the matter will be postponed to the next meeting. The use of the library land between the existing lower parking lot and the SFA stage was briefly discussed. Mr. Yeager will ask to be placed on the Library Trustee agenda to discuss use of the area.
Road Regulations: Postponed to the next meeting.
Reports: none
Correspondence: none
Adjournment: Mrs. Dolan moved, seconded by Mr. Paine, to adjourn the meeting at 9:02 P.M. Motion passed.

Scheduled Meetings: February 20, 2014 (second meeting as needed); March 6, 2014 (regular meeting); March 20, 2014 (second meeting as needed)
Respectfully submitted,

Wendy J. Huff, Secretary
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