Town of Sandwich
Planning Board

Minutes: January 16, 2014
Members Present: Mike Babcock, Rich Benton, Gunnar Berg, Julie Dolan, Toby Eaton, Janina Lamb, Tim Miner, Frank Paine, and Ben Shambaugh
Members not present: Mike Yeager
Public Present: 
Mr. Miner called the meeting to order at 7:08 P.M. 
Approval of Minutes
Mr. Benton moved, seconded by Mr. Eaton, to approve the January 7, 2014 regular meeting minutes as presented and to waive the reading of the minutes. Motion passed with Mr. Eaton abstaining. 
Board Business 
Berkowitz Correspondence: Mr. Benton initiated discussion relative to Mr. Berkowitz’ letter of 11/30/13, which expressed concern about the performance security process over the last several months and his request for the Planning Board to use Moser Engineering as their engineering consultant rather than Josh McAllister of H.E. Bergeron Engineers. Mr. Benton felt that the process had been fair and consistent and not prejudicial to Mr. Berkowitz. Mr. Shambaugh suggested sending a letter to Mr. Berkowitz indicating that Mr. McAllister is the Planning Board’s consultant, agreed upon by all parties during the subdivision and steep slopes application process, and will continue to advise the Board during the road construction and steep slopes phases of the development. Other concerns mentioned in Mr. Berkowitz’ letter appeared to have been references to the Planning Board’s process to ensure that the town is properly protected via an adequate security. Other Board members agreed that the process had been clearly stated and fairly administered. Ms. Huff was tasked with writing a draft response to Mr. Berkowitz for Mr. Miner to review and approve.
Village Parking: Mr. Miner noted that at the last meeting, Mr. Yeager had stated that the Board of Selectmen (BOS) has had initial conversations with the Sandwich Fair Association (SFA) which has indicated the possibility of using the Forbes property and Maple Street property for public parking. The BOS may also be contacting the Library Trustees about the grassed area near between the Library and the SFA property for use as additional parking. Mr. Shambaugh stated that at some point, the BOS will need to set a policy for the use of these potential lots relative to seasonal use, plowing, lighting, and other maintenance issues. He suggested drafting a letter to the Quimby Trustees, the SFA, and the Federated Church to seek input on their participation in the use of their properties for public parking. Issues to be addressed in any agreement would include a liability waiver and placement of public parking signs, as well as the BOS policy for use of the lots. There was brief discussion of the type of public parking sign, with Ms. Lamb volunteering to draft a design, and a review of the potential number of parking spaces within the village. It was agreed that starting a parking discussion with private organizations via the letter, with an invitation to respond in writing or at a PB meeting, would be in keeping with the Master Plan Vision Goal Objectives for the Village (VC3.2)  to develop a long range plan for parking in the village. Ms. Huff was tasked with writing a draft letter for review and approval by Mr. Miner.
Village Zoning District: Mr. Miner briefly reviewed the documents developed over the last year relative to this discussion. The Board used the draft ‘Possible Zoning Language for Village District’ as a guide to review zoning items. There was general discussion relative to using the special exception process for building permits and mixed uses of buildings as a second layer of oversight. It was agreed that Board members would review current setback and lot frontage requirements and lot size and lot coverage for discussion of potential village zoning requirements of these items at the next meeting. Ms. Huff will provide an update of the zoning language based on the meeting’s discussion.
Reports: none
Correspondence: none
Adjournment: Mr. Benton moved, seconded by Mr. Eaton, to adjourn the meeting at 9:35 P.M. Motion passed.

Scheduled Meetings: February 6, 2014 (regular meeting); February 20, 2014 (second meeting as needed); March 6, 2014 (regular meeting)
Respectfully submitted,

Wendy J. Huff, Secretary
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