Town of Sandwich
Planning Board

Minutes: September 19, 2013
Members Present: Mike Babcock, Rich Benton, Gunnar Berg, Julie Dolan, Toby Eaton, Tim Miner, Frank Paine, Ben Shambaugh, and Mike Yeager
Members not present: Janina Lamb
Public Present: Jim Hambrook, Phil Hastings – Cleveland Waters Bass, Elliott Berkowitz
Mr. Miner called the meeting to order at 7:05 P.M. 
Approval of Minutes
Mr. Shambaugh moved, seconded by Mr. Benton, to approve the September 5, 2013 regular meeting minutes as presented and to waive the reading of the minutes. Motion passed.
At 7:09 P.M. Mr. Shambaugh moved, seconded by Mr. Benton, to recess the meeting to consult with the Planning Board’s attorney via the telephone. Motion passed.

Public session resumed at 8:08 P.M.

Continued Applications
1. Subdivision Application for Richard A Allen Living Trust, Holderness Road, Tax Map R21 Lot 1A

Staffers: Benton & Berg

Voting Members: Babcock, Benton, Berg, Eaton, Miner, Shambaugh, Yeager

The public hearing was re-opened.
Mr. Miner explained that Counsel had advised that the application should not be approved without requiring improvements to the road from Route 113 to the point of access to the new lot along with associated bonding. Counsel encouraged discussion between all parties to reach an agreeable solution to the difficulties involved.

There was considerable discussion relative to the length of the road that would require improvements. It was noted that Counsel advised that the access to proposed lot 1C should be specified on the plat and the Board, after further discussion, agreed that the road would need to be improved to that point. It was agreed that the improvements might be limited to those needed to allow emergency vehicles to safely travel the road in all seasons and that the more restrictive road requirements in the Subdivision Regulations could potentially be waived. The Selectmen would address liability waivers for municipal services upon receipt of a building permit application for construction on a Class VI road. The Board felt that an engineer should be consulted to obtain verification of the condition of the existing road and advise of any upgrades that would be needed for year-round access by emergency services vehicle.
Although Mr. Hambrook was in general agreement on behalf of his client with the discussion and the hiring of an engineer, he expressed concern that an engineer might advise that the bridge would need to be improved far beyond what his client would be interested in doing. He requested the ability to work with the Board to develop a list of three engineering firms to whom a request for services would be sent, to review the estimates, and to be involved in the selection process. Mr. Yeager agreed to be the liaison between the Planning Board and Mr. Hambrook. It was noted that the engineer chosen would be responsible to the Planning Board and that all cost would be borne by the applicant. Mr. Hastings indicated that his client and fee owner of the road, Webster Land Corporation, would like the least amount of improvements possible and at no cost to themselves. Mr. Hambrook requested continuation of the application to the November 3, 2013 meeting in order to talk with his client and Webster Land Corporation as well as review the results of an engineering review. Mr. Shambaugh moved, seconded by Mr. Eaton, to continue the hearing to November 3, 2013 pending receipt of an engineering report on the condition of George Road. Motion passed.
Board Business 
Berkowitz Correspondence – Performance Security requirements: Mr. Berkowitz explained that he would like to start construction of the road for his approved subdivision on Holderness Road and would like to put up a cash security that he could draw against for payments to Ambrose Brothers, his contractor. He was in agreement with the Board that payments would only be released after review by the Planning Board’s engineer. After approval by the town’s engineer, H.E. Bergeron, the Board would advise the Board of Selectmen to have the Treasurer release the appropriate sum. The Board noted that correspondence from Mr. Berkowitz indicated that the road will cost more than the amount agreed upon two years ago and that the Board would need to re-certify the bond amount which should reflect the actual current contract cost plus a contingency. Mr. Berkowitz provided a draft agreement for the road construction, dated 06/02/11, from Ambrose Brothers. He consented to the agreement being sent to HE Bergeron for review and to allow HE Bergeron to contact Ambrose Brothers for further information as needed. A letter will be sent to HE Bergeron requesting review of the contract, a payment schedule, and the amounts to be withheld for the road construction and steep slopes stabilization.
Allen subdivision – George Road: The Board further clarified the information needed from an engineer for the November 3, 2013 application continuation for Mr. Yeager. The review and subsequent report should provide: upgrades needed for access by emergency vehicles year-round; a pull-off area if the road is one lane; and drainage upgrades which might involve culverts. Mr. Shambaugh moved, seconded by Mr. Benton, to authorize and delegate Mr. Yeager to arrange a contractual agreement with an engineer to review George Road relative to the Richard A Allen Living Trust subdivision application. Motion passed.
Correspondence: none
Reports: 

Hazard Mitigation Sub-Committee Report: The report has been received and will be reviewed upon Ms. Wright’s return to the office.

CIP Committee Report: Mr. Eaton will have the CIP report ready for the October 5, 2013 meeting.

Scenic Road Tree Cut: A site visit and public hearing was held earlier in the day on Mountain Road. The application to remove six trees and relocate a portion of a stone wall was granted. There was brief discussion relative to the width of the road right-of-way once the wall was relocated. It was agreed that a maintenance easement between the Board of Selectmen and the property owner may be needed.

Adjournment: Mrs. Dolan moved, seconded by Mr. Eaton, to adjourn the meeting at 10:05 P.M. Motion passed.

Scheduled Meetings: October 3, 2013 (regular meeting); October 17, 2013 (second meeting as needed); November 5, 2013 (regular meeting)
Respectfully submitted,

Wendy J. Huff, Secretary
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