Town of Sandwich
Planning Board

Minutes: June 6, 2013
Members Present: Mike Babcock, Gunnar Berg, Rich Benton, Julie Dolan, Toby Eaton, Janina Lamb, Tim Miner, Ben Shambaugh, and Mike Yeager
Members not present:
Public Present: Peggy Merritt & Helen Gingras – Conservation Commission, Sam Martin - CMI
Mr. Miner called the meeting to order at 7:04 P.M. 
Approval of Minutes
Mr. Babcock moved, seconded by Mr. Shambaugh, to approve the May 2, 2013 minutes as presented and waive the reading of the minutes. Motion passed. Mr. Shambaugh moved, seconded by Mr. Babcock, to approve the May 16, 2013 minutes as presented and waive the reading of the minutes. Motion passed with Mr. Eaton abstaining.
New Applications: none
Continued Applications: none
Home Occupation Applications: 
George Fryberg, 260 Whiteface Road, Tax Map R7 Lot 9, for a home business assembling and customizing AR-15 weapons.

Mr. Fryberg explained that he and his son would be purchasing the parts necessary to assemble the weapons in the garage and shed on the property. There would be no customers coming to the property. Minimal testing of the weapons would take place on the rear of the 30 acre lot. He also noted that approval is required from the ATF who would be inspecting the property for safety.

Mr. Shambaugh expressed concern relative to the quantity and storage of hazardous materials and the firing of weapons on the property as a business. He felt that the PB should require a full Formal Site Plan review which would include notification to abutters. There was brief discussion relative to state regulations pertaining to firing near a house which applies to hunters on private property. Mr. Yeager felt that since this will be an active range, the PB should review the location of the range and protections and mitigation for lead ammunition. Mr. Fryberg noted that the ATF will be inspecting the property within the week and would have more information at that time.
Mr. Shambaugh moved, seconded by Mr. Eaton, to require submission of a Formal Site Plan application to include the requirements and compliance with state and federal regulations. Motion passed.

George Fryberg, 260 Whiteface Road, Tax Map R7 Lot 9, for a home consulting business.

Mr. Fryberg explained that he does consulting and teaches on-line courses. There are no customers. Mr. Shambaugh moved, seconded by Mr. Yeager, to grant approval for a Home Occupation for a home consulting business. Motion passed.
Board Business 
Review & Comment for Town Acceptance of Land (Tax Map R1 Lot 35) pursuant to RSA 41:14-a: Board members explained that Club Motorsports Inc. (CMI) owns the 107 +/- acre lot and has proposed deeding the lot to the Town as mitigation for the impact on wetlands by the driving facility project in Tamworth, required to obtain DES permitting. The Sandwich Conservation Commission (CC) has recommended acceptance of the property to the Board of Selectmen (BOS) who voted to accept the property. Planning Board review and comment is required by the statute and requested by the Board of Selectmen.
Mr. Shambaugh moved, seconded by Mr. Babcock, to provide written notification to the BOS of the PB’s support to accept the property subject to the terms negotiated by the CC & CMI. 

Discussion ensued:

· History: The proposal by CMI to give the property in ‘fee simple’ to Sandwich first occurred in 2004 as mitigation for wetlands impact. The property is in the Bearcamp Watershed as is the proposed Tamworth driving facility. The 2004 proposal was acceptable to DES as part of the permitting process. The 2013 proposal is similar: the town will own the land with deed restrictions and all associated costs for the transfer will be borne by CMI.
· The CC feels the land should be preserved and supports the acceptance. They also felt that a land trust should be sought to monitor the land, rather than the CC, and that CMI should donate appropriate funds to the town to cover future monitoring costs, with $10,000 being an initial suggested amount. The CC voted unanimously on each of these points, acceptance of the land and a separate monitoring agency.
· The protection value of the property would be for the uplands, not the wetlands portion which are already protected from development. The upland acres could be used by the Town for trails and agricultural endeavors.

· Lakes Region Conservation Trust (LRCT) has been contacted relative to monitoring the deed restrictions and is considering the offer. LRCT is in Sandwich’s service area; Squam Lakes Conservation Society supports the proposal but the property is not in Sandwich’s service area.

· The driving facility project will not be stopped by not accepting the land. CMI could donate to the Aquatic Resource Mitigation (ARM) Fund in the amount of $98,000 if the town does not accept the proposal. CMI could then sell the lot which could mean potential development of the lot. Changing the scope of the mitigation would mean that CMI’s application would be amended and go through a new review and comment and appeal period.
· The proposal for this specific lot to be given to the Town was approved by DES in 2004; the application deadline for completion expires in July 2014. Accepting the land will provide protection of the property. Two public hearings, required by the statute have been scheduled for June 17 and July 1. A petition signed by 50 town voters would require a town meeting vote for acceptance.

· Benefits of accepting ownership of the land include recreation and agricultural uses by the town. The town could sell the property, but the deed restrictions and monitoring would go with the land.

Vote: The motion was called. Motion passed unanimously.

Correspondence & Reports
Hazard Mitigation Sub-Committee: Mr. Yeager provided a letter from June Garneau, the consultant for the Hazard Mitigation Plan, explaining that the Plan is going through the review process by the various state and federal agencies involved. Approval could take as long as 4 – 6 months.
CIP Committee: Mr. Eaton reported that the CIP Committee met with Department Heads to review the Project Worksheets that will be used in this year’s process. The 20 year project worksheet was updated. The Committee is reviewing and cataloging work that has been done on town bridges. The CIP 6 year financial plan will be presented at the PB’s 9/3/13 meeting. Mr. Shambaugh requested that information for contributions and withdrawals from Capital Reserves be included in the financial plan so that the net tax impact for overall capital expenditures would be clear.
Sewer System Study: an update was unavailable
Board Business: (cont)
Village Overlay District: The Board discussed the options for including new language within the Zoning Ordinance (ZO) for the proposed Village District. It was agreed that the Village District could be a larger geographic area than the Historic District, which is an aesthetic area with a separate governing authority. The Board also agreed that the Village District concerns community uses and services and not historic buildings and should be discussed separately from the Historic District. After further brief discussion, it was agreed that sample ZO language will be provided for the next meeting for inclusion of the Village District.
Adjournment: Mr. Benton noted that the June 20 meeting will include a Site Plan review application since there will not be a meeting on July 4. Mr. Shambaugh also requested review at the next meeting of Subdivision section 170-47, relative to waivers. Mr. Eaton moved, seconded by Mr. Benton, to adjourn the meeting at 9:18 P.M. Motion passed.

Correspondence Received by the Board: none
Scheduled Meetings: June 20, 2013; no meeting on July 4, 2013; July 18, 2013
Respectfully submitted,

Wendy J. Huff, Secretary
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