Town of Sandwich
Planning Board

Minutes: April 4, 2013
Members Present: Mike Babcock, Gunnar Berg, Rich Benton, Julie Dolan, Tim Miner, Ben Shambaugh, Mike Yeager
Members not present: Toby Eaton and Janina Lamb
Public Present: Joan Cook
Mr. Miner called the meeting to order at 7:20 P.M. 
Approval of Minutes
Mr. Benton moved, seconded by Mr. Babcock, to approve the March 7, 2013 minutes as corrected and waive the reading of the minutes. Motion passed. 
Mrs. Cook was present to explain a potential project on her property on Diamond Ledge Road. The property consists of several hundred acres which is mostly in conservation easement. She would like to subdivide the area where a house is located, which is not within the easement, into a separate lot. Mrs. Cook did not think that there were any restrictions in the easement that would prevent the subdivision. The Board advised that Mrs. Cook should contact a surveyor and make application for a subdivision and briefly reviewed the process. It was noted that the deed for the proposed new lot would need to include language for access to the lot and also reference an easement for the existing septic system which was built on the easement portion of the existing source lot. 
The Board welcomed new members Gunnar Berg and Julie Dolan and new Selectman Mike Yeager to the Board and thanked them for volunteering. There was a brief review of prior applications, and in particular the Oxton – AT&T cell tower application. The Board discussed the process for approvals and the need to make sure that any conditions that are placed on an application have been met. The Selectmen are responsible for enforcement of the construction conditions prior to and during construction. It was noted that there may need to be some changes to the Selectmen’s inspection process, which might include added inspections and access to professional assistance and a Certificate of Compliance. There was general discussion relative to access to private property and the need to request permission to inspect a property. Mr. Shambaugh suggested upgrading the approval process, especially for site plan approvals, that might include a time limit on approval and added inspections to determine compliance. It was felt that the site plan regulations could be amended to reflect the process. 
New Applications: none. The Board explained for the new members the types of applications and the general process for review. Information relative to the Right-to-Know law was briefly reviewed. 
Continued Applications: none
Home Occupation Applications: none
Board Business 
Membership: Mr. Miner noted that there were two alternate member openings. Discussion ensued relative to election of officers. Mr. Miner and Mr. Benton would like to step down as Chair and Administrative Secretary respectively. Mr. Shambaugh moved, seconded by Mr. Benton, to continue the current slate of officers and schedule elections next month. Motion passed. 
Village Overlay District – procedural discussion: Mr. Miner and other members provided a brief review of past discussions for the new members. It was clarified that the Planning Board is only in initial discussion stage of the topic and that no decisions have been made. This discussion item will be continued over the next several months. 
Health & Safety Ordinance – discussion of sample language: Mr. Shambaugh provided Ms. Huff’s research, requested at the last meeting, on ordinances from other towns that might address the issue. The material will be reviewed for discussion at the next meeting, but initial reactions were that Planning Boards have very limited tools to address the concerns voiced by past Selectman Gingras relative to unsightly properties that are determined to be a health hazard.
Correspondence & Reports
Hazard Mitigation Sub-Committee: none at this time
CIP Committee: Brian Peaslee has expressed interest in being appointed to the Committee. The Board felt that there were no inherent conflicts with Brian and Elaine Peaslee both serving on the Committee. The Board agreed to appoint Brian Peaslee to the CIP Committee.

Adjournment: Mr. Yeager moved, seconded by Mr. Benton, to adjourn the meeting at 9:23 P.M. Motion passed.

Correspondence Received by the Board: none
Scheduled Meetings: May 2, 2013 (regular meeting), May 16, 2013 (second meeting), June 6, 2013 (regular meeting)
Respectfully submitted,

Wendy J. Huff, Secretary
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