Town of Sandwich
Planning Board

Minutes: March 7, 2013
Members Present: Mike Babcock, Rich Benton, Gerry Gingras (until 8:08), Carl McNall, and Ben Shambaugh
Members not present: Toby Eaton, Patty Heard, Janina Lamb, Tim Miner, and Boone Porter
Public Present: Sally DeGroot and Jim Gaisser
Mr. Benton called the meeting to order at 7:05 P.M. 
New Applications: none
Continued Applications: none
Home Occupation Applications 

DeGroot: 278 Bennett Street, Tax Map R6 Lot 21C
Ms. DeGroot explained the proposed business and provided information in answer to Board questions as follows:

· The business will host traditional art workshops such as theorem painting, chair caning, and small furniture restoration

· The detached garage will be the classroom, allowing approximately 8 – 10 students and 1 – 2 instructors

· Classes will take place a few mornings per week and some early evenings

· The lot contains 23 acres; noise to abutting properties will not be an issue

· There is sufficient parking space for all attendees

· No machinery will be used

· There will be minimum on-site storage; mostly art supplies

The Board explained that any desired signage would require a building permit. A general discussion ensued relative to a procedural aid on the web site for property owners to follow when contemplating improvements and / or additions to their properties. Mr. McNall moved, seconded by Mr. Gingras, to approve the application as presented, with the understanding that any changes to the operation may require further review by the Planning Board. Motion passed unanimously.

Board of Selectmen Report: PB request for review relative to two possible violations:
· A brief history of a home occupation application by Robert Hatch, Liberty Tree Service, was provided by Mr. McNall. Mr. Hatch rents the property and after brief review of the application, submitted in May 2011, the Board required the property owner, David Engels, to provide written permission for the business to operate on the property. The letter was not provided after many months of correspondence to both Mr. Hatch and Mr. Engels, so the application was denied. Mr. Gingras reported that Mr. Engels will be sending the written permission required by the Board, at which time the Board will determine if another application should be submitted for review. Mr. Gaisser is an abutter to the property and has no issues with the business operating at the site.

· Mr. Gaisser owns property on Wentworth Hill Road, the subject of a complaint by Mr. Porter. It appeared that a car repair shop, operating at night, was being conducted on the property. Mr. Gingras reported that the tenant works on cars as a hobby, not for profit, making a home occupation application irrelevant.
Board Business 
CIP – Committee Appointments: After brief discussion, Mr. Shambaugh moved, seconded by Mr. Gingras, to appoint Toby Eaton, Mike Babcock, Gerry Gingras, Kent Mitchell, Elaine Peaslee, and Wendy Huff to the 2013 Capital Improvements Program Committee. Motion passed unanimously. The Board requested that Mr. Eaton, as the 2012 Chairman of the CIP Committee, schedule an organizational meeting within in the next month. It was also suggested that the CIP Committee be instructed to implement a schedule that would allow a final CIP Plan to be submitted to the Planning Board no later than the Planning Board’s first November meeting.
Certification of Site Plan, Subdivision, and Excavation Regulations: Ms. Graham completed the changes approved to the regulations at the January 3, 2013 meeting. Per statutory requirements, the regulations must be certified by the Board as completed and given to the Town Clerk for her documentation. Copies will be distributed to the Office of Energy and Planning and to all Board members.
Unsightly Properties: Mr. Gingras expressed concern that other than regulations limiting the number of unregistered cars on a property or required clean-up after a fire, there is no enforcement capability of regulating properties that become unsightly or potential health hazards. He felt that such properties have the potential of affecting the neighboring property values and that derelict vehicles and other materials may be leaching into the groundwater or nearby streams. Sample ordinances from other towns on this subject will be provided for review by the Board.
Mr. Gingras was thanked by the Board for his time and participation as the Selectman Ex-Officio on the Planning Board.
Approval of Minutes
Mr. Shambaugh moved, seconded by Mr. McNall, to approve the February 7, 2013 minutes as corrected and waive the reading of the minutes. Motion passed. 
Correspondence & Reports
Hazard Mitigation Sub-Committee: Mr. Gingras reported that the draft of the plan has not been received yet.

Board Business (cont)
Village Overlay District discussion: Mr. Miner joined the conversation via telephone. There was concern that there were not enough members present to have a substantive discussion on the subject and considered postponing discussion to the second monthly meeting. Mr. Benton reported that Mr. Porter had submitted a letter of resignation from the Planning Board, effective immediately. Mr. McNall read his letter of resignation, effective March 13, 2013. He expressed concern that a full complement of members is needed before continuing discussion on the Village District. Mr. Babcock agreed, stating he would like to have the second monthly meeting if only to have a review of prior discussions, but felt that with so few members little progress could be made. Mr. Miner felt that discussions could occur, but that the Board should not take any action without a full complement of members and public input. After further discussion, it was agreed that the March 21, 2013 meeting would be cancelled. The Board will include on the April 4, 2013 meeting agenda the discussion of membership, how the Board business is becoming hampered by poor attendance, and how to proceed with discussions on the Village District.
Adjournment: Mr. McNall moved, seconded by Mr. Shambaugh, to adjourn the meeting at 8:29 P.M. Motion passed.

Correspondence Received by the Board:

Wetlands Permit for a wetlands crossing: Henderson

Wetlands Permit for a dock: Livesey

Driveway Permit: McIlvain
Scheduled Meetings: April 4, 2013 (regular meeting), April 18, 2013 (second meeting), May 2, 2013 (regular meeting)
Respectfully submitted,

Wendy J. Huff, Secretary
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