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The Sandwich Planning Board has discussed the concept of amending the zoning ordinance to better protect and encourage a vibrant village center. It is commonly acknowledged that current Rural Residential zoning prohibits the density and mixed-use that characterizes the village today. In response to Master Plan public meetings and surveys in which the residents and property owners of Sandwich expressed their interest in developing and maintaining a viable village center, the Sandwich Planning Board is proposing a Village Zoning District.

The Historic District Commission review of all building permits within the Historic District’s 200’ boundary remains unchanged as does the requirement for special exception review by the Zoning Board for specific commercial uses within the same area in the Historic District. 

Special exception review for specific commercial uses within the proposed Village Zoning District’s 500’ boundary will be an additional protection for the existing residences and business.

Purpose Statement for creation of a village zoning district:

Center Sandwich is located at the convergence of several primary roads that pass through Sandwich and represents the center of social and economic activity in town. Owing to its greater number and concentration of buildings and its mix of residential, retail, and government and institutional uses, Center Sandwich is generally regarded as the activity center of the entire community.

A viable village needs to have a concentration of buildings, contain a mix of land uses, and most importantly, serve as a focal point for the community. Village Zoning District requirements more accurately reflect the dimensional characteristics currently and historically found in the village center. They provide the detailed regulatory guidance needed to retain the compact character of the village. Valuing the unique circumstances of the village leads Sandwich to adopt a specific village zoning district.

A few examples of existing conditions along with proposed changes:

· Zoning classification currently in the village is Rural Residential, with the Historic District bordered by the 5 rivers surrounding the center. The boundaries for the proposed Village Zoning District are all lands within 500’ of the road centerline bordered by Creamery Brook, Mt. Israel Road, Elm Hill Road, Wentworth Hill Cemetery, and Great Rock Road.
· Current lot size is 100,000 sq. ft. or approximately 2.25 acres. Proposed lot size is 43,560 sq. ft. or one acre.
· Current required frontage is 160’. Proposed frontage is 80’.
· Current building height is 32’. Proposed building height is the same, 32’.
· Current setback from the centerline of the road for a principal structure is 75’. Proposed setback from the centerline of the road is 35’.
· Current setback from side lines for a principal structure is 50’. Proposed setback from side lines is 15’.
Schedule for review of the Proposed Village Zoning District
Informational Meeting:

September 18, 2014

7:00 P.M.

Town Hall

Informational Meeting:

October 16, 2014

7:00 P.M.

Town Hall

Review by Town Counsel:

November 2014

Public Hearing:

December 2014

Date to be determined

Ballot Vote on Zoning Ordinance 

Amendments:

March 10, 2015

This informational brochure is an introduction to the proposed Village Zoning District. Please attend a meeting to learn about the full proposal. The actual proposed amendment text is available at Town Hall, on the Town Web Site, and at the Library.

Sandwich Planning Board

Members
Mike Babcock

Rich Benton

Toby Eaton

Janina Lamb

Tim Miner, Chair

Ben Shambaugh

Mike Yeager, BOS Ex-Officio

Gunnar Berg, Alt

Julie Dolan, Alt

Frank Paine, Alt

The Planning Board encourages and invites participation in developing the 

Village Zoning District

with the

Sandwich Residents

Board of Selectmen

Historic District Commission

Sewer Commission

Sandwich Historical Society

Sandwich Fair Association
