
NOTICE 
Concerning

Sandwich Master Plan
The Sandwich Planning Board will hold two public forums at Town Hall:

7:00 PM Wednesday February 18
9:00 AM Saturday February 21
to discuss the 
status of the Town Master Plan process and an 
article that will appear on the 2009 Town Warrant authorizing an appropriation of Town funds to hire a professional planning consultant to assist the Planning Board with the Master Plan update.






WHY THIS IS IMPORTANT
The Town’s comprehensive Master Plan was adopted in 1981. Much has changed in 25+ years:

· Population has grown from 900 to 1400 people

· Average age of residents has increased, and population is more diverse.
· Number of buildings has grown from 750 to 1200.

· Number of assessed lots has increased from 1300 to 1700

· There are more vehicles and greater transportation needs.

· Legislation that will affect the Town has been enacted, such as the Workforce Housing and Wind Energy Bills
· There have been technological advances that affect jobs and lifestyles, such as the internet and wireless communications.
· Rising energy costs suggest a need to address conservation and consider alternate energy sources.

· Commercial developments, such as bottling plants or activities that generate pollution, could put our aquifer and water resources at risk.
· In general, we now live in a more regulated, complex and litigious world.

We really don’t know what the people of Sandwich now hold as their vision and expectations for the Town’s future. Assuming that the several-years old survey data is still valid is probably not a good idea. The Master Planning process will give you a voice in our future.
Doing a comprehensive update to the Master Plan while the economy is slow will allow us to calmly and thoughtfully prepare to handle the increased development and commerce that will likely occur when the economy recovers.

Please join us at one of the forums – Wednesday, February 18th at 7:00 PM or Saturday, February 21st at 9:00 AM  to learn about and share your thoughts on the Master Plan process. 
An updated copy of Frequently Asked Questions Regarding the Master Plan Process, which will be distributed to those attending the public forums, may also be obtained from the Sandwich Town Office (603-284-7701), or by downloading copies from the Planning Board’s page on the Town web site: town.sandwich.nh.us 
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